20,000  march 
in  Texas 


The  largest  gay  and  lesbian  rights  action  in  the 
state's  history  garners  enthusiasm  and 
excitement 


By  Danalynn  Recer 

AUSTIN  —  On  Sunday  April  30,  20,000 
gay  and  lesbian  Texans  filled  the  streets  of 
Austin  in  what  was  only  the  second  march 
for  gay/lesbian  rights  on  a  state  capitol  since 
the  1987  March  on  Washington.  It  was  also 
the  largest  march  on  the  capitol  in  Texas 
history. 

The  perfect,  cloudless  day  began  with 
speeches  at  the  assembly  area,  and  the 
marchers  stepped  off  promptly  at  noon.  The 
1 .5  mile  route  stretched  across  the  Colorado 
River  and  up  a  slight  incline  to  the  capitol, 
providing  a  spectactular  view  as  marchers  in 
the  front  arrived  almost  30  minutes  before 
those  in  the  back. 

“The  experience  in  Austin  was  amazing,” 
said  Robert  Bray,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund,  “We  turned  the  corner  and  looked 
back  over  the  bridge.  I  couldn’t  believe  it, 
there  were  queers  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
see.” 

The  March  on  Austin  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Equal  Rights  was  part  of  five  full  days 
of  events,  including  a  lobby  day,  a  gay  and 
lesbian  festival,  several  protests,  and  a  view¬ 
ing  of  the  NAMES  Project  Quilt.  The  week’s 
actions  were  significant  on  both  state-wide 
and  national  levels. 

At  the  rally  which  followed  the  march, 
several  national  gay  rights  leaders  com¬ 
mented  that  the  visibility  and  voices  of 
Texas  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  crucial  to 
making  an  impact  upon  powerful  Texas 
Senator  (and  former  Democratic  vice-presi¬ 
dential  nominee)  Lloyd  Bentsen. 

“We  targeted  Texas  because  Bentsen  is  so 
influential.  He’s  the  leader  of  the  Southern 
Democrats.  Now  Bentsen  will  get  a  huge 
flow  of  mailgrams  from  Texas  when  the  hate 
crimes  bill  comes  up  [in  the  U.S. 


Congress],”  said  HRCF’s  Bray,  who  was  in 
Austin  with  his  constituent  mobilization 
crew  to  sign  up  gay  men  and  lesbians  and 
their  supporters  in  a  nation-wide  mailgram 
campaign,  the  first  of  its  kind. 

“The  response  [here]  in  Texas  was 
phenomenal.  People  were  jostling  and 
reaching  for  the  forms,  saying  ‘me  next,  me 
next.’  We’ve  been  following  the  Quilt 
around  the  country,  and  our  goal  for  Texas 
was  600,  but  we  ended  up  with  1650.  This  is 
the  most  we  have  ever  signed  up  in  one 
stop,”  Bray  commented  enthusiastically. 

The  march,  along  with  the  other  actions, 
had  an  even  more  dramatic  effect  on  the 
state  level,  with  some  saying  that  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  state  of  Texas  and  its 
gay  voters  has  been  forever  altered. 

Lobby  day  on  May  1  was  especially  suc¬ 
cessful  and  inspiring.  “The  gay/lesbian 
movement  in  Texas  came  of  age  this  week¬ 
end,”  said  lobbyist  Glen  Maxey  of  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Rights  Lobby  of  Texas. 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men  packed  into  the 
visitors’  area  of  the  House  Chambers  on 
Monday,  the  Speaker  took  it  upon  himself 
to  announce  that,  “The  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  welcomes  the  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  are  here  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Lobby  Day.” 

“People  were  shocked,”  said  Maxey, 
“because  he’s  not  the  kind  of  man  to  say 
things  like  that.  The  entire  state,  especially 
the  leaders  of  the  state,  saw  us  in  a  very 
positive  light.  Lobby  day  was  successful 
beyond  my  wildest  dreams,  not  that  we  sud¬ 
denly  got  all  the  votes,  but  that  everybody 
was  talking  about  how  they  couldn’t  turn 
around  without  seeing  someone  with  a  pink 
LGRL  name  tag.” 

Continued  on  page  2 


Gay  men  and  lesbians  rally  in  Austin 


Loving  Fiercely,  In 
the  Family  Way 

>  -  •  *  .  *  v' ' 

A  poem  to  Joe  Beam  from  Audre  Lorde 


Supreme  Court  to  rule 
on  abortion  law 

Oral  arguments  in  Webster  heard  while  activists  raise  their 
voices  outside 


By  Andrew  Miller 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Inside  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  Building  on  Wednesday, 
April  26,  the  nine  black-robed  Justices 
heard  oral  arguments  in  a  case  that  could 
further  limit  or  entirely  eliminate  a  woman’s 
constitutional  right  to  have  an  abortion. 
Outside  on  the  steps,  hundreds  of  angry 
demonstrators  exercised  their  constitutional 
right  to  free  speech,  voicing  support  for  Roe 
v.  Wade ,  the  1973  landmark  case  that 
legalized  abortion  nationwide.  The  crowd 
outside  also  contained  a  smaller  number  of 
anti-abortion  activists,  scores  of  would-be 
spectators  waiting  for  a  seat  in  the  Court¬ 
room,  and  a  small  army  of  journalists, 
photographers  and  cameramen,  all  of  whom 
contributed  to  the  day’s  alternately  circus¬ 
like  and  siege-like  atmosphere. 

The  case  being  heard,  Webster  v.  Repro¬ 
ductive  Health  Services ,  involves  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  a  1986  Missouri  law  that  bans 
abortion  in  publicly  funded  institutions, 
even  if  a  woman  pays  the  bill  herself.  It  also 
prohibits  the  use  of  public  funds  for 
counseling  about  abortion.  Any  woman 
seeking  an  abortion  would  be  denied  one  if  a 
mandatory  “fetal  viability  test”  determined 
that  the  fetus  might  be  able  to  survive  out¬ 
side  her  womb.  In  addition,  a  preamble  to 
the  law  states  that  human  life  begins  at  con¬ 
ception. 

Since  Roe  v.  Wade  was  decided  in  1973, 
various  restrictions  on  the  use  of  public 
funds  for  abortion  have  been  imposed,  most 
notably  the  1976  Hyde  Amendment  which 
banned  federal  Medicaid  funding.  Current¬ 
ly,  only  13  states  allow  state  Medicaid  fund¬ 
ing  for  abortions  for  poor  women.  Missouri 
is  now  attempting  to  outlaw  privately- 
funded  abortions  under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Although  affirming  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  Missouri  law  would  not 
in  itself  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade ,  the  Bush 
administration  has  asked  the  Court  to  use 
the  case  to  rule  on  Roe.  If  Roe  were  over¬ 


turned,  the  authority  to  permit  or  prohibit 
abortion  would  be  returned  to  the  50  state 
legislatures. 

A  Supreme  Court  case  is  presented  mostly 
in  the  form  of  legal  briefs  filed  by  both  sides, 
and  by  organizations  with  an  interest  in  the 
case.  Webster  has  generated  more  amicus 
(“friend  of  the  court”)  briefs  than  any  other 
case  in  history.  The  hour-long  oral  argu¬ 
ment  gives  the  Justices  a  chance  to  question 
the  attorneys  personally.  Their  questions 
can  sometimes  indicate  how  each  Justice 
may  vote  on  the  issue. 

Justice  Anthony  M.  Kennedy  questioned 
Charles  Fried,  special  assistant  to  the  U.S. 
Attorney  General  representing  the  Bush  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  interests  in  overturning  Roe , 
on  the  relationship  between  the  right  to  use 
birth  control  and  the  right  to  abortion.  In 
Griswold  v.  Connecticut,  a  1965  case,  the 
Court  found  unconstitutional  a  law  that 
criminalized  a  married  couple’s  use  of  birth 
control.  That  case  later  proved  important  in 
the  argument  for  the  privacy  rights  crucial 
to  Roe  v.  Wade.  Fried  maintained  that  Roe 
could  be  overturned  without  affecting  the 
rights  established  in  Griswold.  He  told  the 
Court,  “The  right  not  to  have  the  state  in¬ 
trude  into  the  details  of  marital  intimacy  is  a 
very  different  story  from  [abortion].” 

But  Justice  Sandra  Day  O’Connor  then 
asked,  “Do  you  say  there  is  no  fundamental 
right  to  decide  whether  to  have  a  child  or 
not?  A  right  to  procreate?  Do  you  deny  that 
the  Constitution  protects  that  right?” 

Fried  answered,  “1  would  hesitate  to 
formulate  the  right  in  such  abstract  terms.” 

O’Connor  pressed  on.  “Do  you  think 
that  if  in  a  future  century  we  had  a  serious 
overpopulation  problem,  the  state  has  the 
right  to  require  women  to  have  abortions?” 

“I  surely  do  not.  That  would  be  quite  a 
different  matter,”  Fried  responded. 

O’Connor’s  question  may  indicate  that 
Continued  on  page  10 
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NYC  Councilwoman  Ruth  Messinger  marches 
with  the  PWA  Coalition  in  New  York’s  1988 
Pride  parade 

has  AIDS.  He  was  on  his  way  to  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Conference  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Others  present  at  the  gathering  included 
Tom  Maines,  a  gay  city  councilman  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  Libby  Post,  co¬ 
chairperson  of  the  New  York  State  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Lobby. 

□  Andrew  Miller 


Maine  gay/les/bi 
group  to  meet  in 
May 


in  November  on  a  platform  that  emphasized 
his  commitment  to  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

□  Judy  Harris 

ACT  UP/Boston 
intimidates  officials 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael  Dukakis, 
Secretary  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Human 
Services  (EOHS)  Philip  Johnston,  and 
Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  (DPH)  Deborah  Prothrow-Stith 
have  given  in  to  ACT  UP/Boston’s  most  re¬ 
cent  demands.  After  the  three  top  officials 
refused  to  release  their  public  appearance 
schedules  to  ACT  UP/Boston,  the  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  organization  threatened  to  file  suit 
against  them  for  attempting  to  keep  private 
public  information. 

Represented  by  Massachusetts  Law 
Reform  Institute  Attorney  Deborah  Thom¬ 
son,  ACT  UP/Boston  gave  the  state  of¬ 
ficials  until  April  19  to  comply  with  its  re¬ 
quest.  The  legal  counsels  for  the  Governor’s 
Office,  EOHS,  and  DPH  met  with  ACT 
UP/Boston’s  attorney  April  27.  Because  the 
Governor’s  schedule  is  only  confirmed  a  day 
at  a  time,  the  Governor’s  Office  has  agreed 
to  provide  ACT  UP/Boston  with  a  30-day 
tentative  schedule  of  everything  Dukakis  is 
invited  to.  In  addition,  the  Governor’s  Of¬ 
fice  will  give  ACT  UP/Boston  24  hours’ 
notice  of  Dukakis’  confirmed  public  ap¬ 
pearances.  Sixty-day  schedules  for  Johnston 
and  Prothrow-Stith  will  be  made  available 
beginning  May  5. 

Asked  why  the  group  wanted  the 
schedules,  ACT  UP/Boston  member  Steven 
Busby  responded,  “So  that  we  may  hear 
what  government  officials  have  to  say  on 
important  issues  of  the  day  and,  where  we 
deem  necessary,  react  to  what  they  have 
said.” 

□  Judy  Harris 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I  have  no  regard  for  a  woman  who 
would  just  go  off  and  leave  her  kids.  These 
people  are  in  the  underworld,  they’re  at  the 
bottom.  Maybe  whoever  has  done  [the  kill¬ 
ing]  thinks  he  is  doing  them  a  favor.” 

—  New  Bedford  City  Councilor  Cyn¬ 
thia  Kruger,  as  quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe. 
Kruger's  district  includes  Weld  Square, 
where  police  believe  the  nine  prostitutes  who 
have  been  murdered  were  picked  up  and/or 
killed. 

Tradeswomen  to 
meet  in  Chicago 

CHICAGO  —  The  Second  National 
Tradeswomen  Conference  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  May  26-29.  The  event  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  National  Tradeswomen 
Conference  planning  committee,  a  group  of 
tradeswomen  and  advocates.  The  group’s 
purpose  is  to  help  women  enter  and  remain 
in  the  skilled  trades.  The  conference  will 
feature  workshops,  entertainment,  and  a 
banquet,  as  well  as  networking  oppor¬ 
tunities.  The  event  will  be  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  and  a  sliding  scale  fee  and  childcare 
are  available.  For  more  information:  in 
Boston,  call  Women  in  the  Building  Trades 
at  266-2338,  or  write  to  Julie  Sass,  P.O.  Box 
91836,  Elk  Grove  Village,  IL  60009-1836. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

New  Hampshire 
adopts  HIV  anti- 
discrimination  bill 

CONCORD,  NH  —  The  state  of  New 
Hampshire  has  passed  a  bill  that  makes  it  il¬ 
legal  for  landlords  to  evict  tenants  because 
of  their  HIV  status.  The  bill  —  which  was 
approved  in  the  House  by  a  260-65 
vote  —  passed  by  voice  vote  in  the . 
Senate  April  27.  The  bill  is  an  amendment  to 
the  state’s  landlord-tenant  statute  that  pro¬ 
tects  people  from  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  race  and  age. 

□  Judy  Harris 

Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democrats  meet 

NEW  YORK  —  Congressman  Barney 
Frank  (D-Mass.)  was  the  featured  guest  at  a 
fundraiser  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democrats 
of  America  (GLDA)  on  Friday,  April  14. 
Frank  is  one  of  only  two  openly  gay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  States  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  GLDA  is  a  national  umbrella 
organization  for  local  gay  Democratic 
political  clubs  across  the  country,  and  helps 
to  fund  the  campaigns  of  gay  and  lesbian 
candidates.  The  event,  which  attracted  only 
about  40  people,  was  held  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Center  on  West  13th 
Street. 

“We  shouldn’t  only  be  lobbying  our 
elected  officials,  we  should  be  our  elected 
officials,”  Christine  Riddiough,  GLDA’s 
executive  director,  told  those  assembled,  in¬ 
cluding  Tom  Duane  and  David  Taylor,  both 
of  whom  are  candidates  for  the  city  council 
this  year.  Duane  is  running  in  the  district 
that  includes  Chelsea  and  Greenwich  Vil¬ 
lage,  neighborhoods  with  large  gay  popula¬ 
tions.  David  Rothenberg,  New  York’s  first 
openly  gay  city  council  candidate,  narrowly 
lost  a  bid  for  that  seat  four  years  ago  to  in¬ 
cumbent  Carol  Greitzer.  Taylor’s  district  in¬ 
cludes  much  of  the  Upper  West  Side,  which 
also  has  a  sizeable  gay  minority.  The 
district’s  current  councilwoman,  Ruth 
Messinger,  will  be  running  for  Manhattan 
borough  president,  the  office  currently  held 
by  David  Dinkins,  who  has  announced  his 
candidacy  for  mayor. 

The  evening’s  most  provocative  statement 
was  made  by  Frank.  “An  election  is  like  be¬ 
ing  in  a  bar  at  ten  of  two.  You  don’t  have  the 
same  choices  that  you  did  at  ten,”  he  said, 
explaining  why  the  gay  community  should 
have  supported  Michael  Dukakis  and  other 
Democrats  in  the  1988  elections.  Frank  said 
that  if  Dukakis  had  been  president,  Paul 
Verhoef  would  never  have  been  jailed.  Ver- 
hoef,  a  Dutch  gay  man,  was  detained  by  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service  of¬ 
ficials  in  Minneapolis  recently,  because  he 


CARIBOU,  Maine  —  Northern  Lambda 
Nord,  a  gay/lesbian/bisexual  organization 
serving  Maine  and  parts  of  Canada,  is  host¬ 
ing  the  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gaymen’s  Sym¬ 
posium  XVI  May  26-29  at  the  University  of 
Maine’s  Presque  Isle  campus.  The  theme  of 
Maine’s  sixteenth  annual  statewide 
gay/les/bi  gathering  is  “Stonewall  20:  A 
Celebration.” 

Margaret  Cerullo,  professor  of  Social 
Sciences  at  Hampshire  College,  and  openly 
gay  Canadian  Parliament  member  Svend  Rob¬ 
inson  (British  Columbia)  will  be  keynote 
speakers.  The  Ten  Percent  Revue  cabaret 
show  will  be  featured,  and  the  Marsh  Island 
Band  will  provide  music  for  an  evening  of 
Contra  dancing. 

Housing,  meals  and  childcare  are 
available  on  a  first -come-first-served  basis.  A 
share-a-ride  to  the  symposium  program  is 
also  being  organized.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Northern  Lambda  Nord’s  Gay- 
Lesbian  Phoneline,  (207)  498-2088. 

□  Judy  Harris 

Local 

Representative 
introduces  les/gay 
services  bill 

BOSTON  —  First  term  Representative 
Alvin  E.  Thompson  (D-Cambridge)  is  mak¬ 
ing  good  his  campaign  promise  to  work  for 
lesbian/gay  issues  in  Massachusetts.  Not 
only  did  Thompson  use  his  first  speech  in 
the  House  to  give  testimony  in  support  of 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill,  he 
also  has  introduced  a  bill  to  establish  a  state 
Office  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Services.  The  of¬ 
fice  would  provide  educational  programs, 
assistance  with  employment,  housing 
discrimination  legal  services,  and  other  ser¬ 
vices. 

Speaking  before  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Human  Services  and  Elderly  Affairs  April 
11,  Thompson  said,  “Since  passage  of  the 
gay  rights  bill  is  imminent,  1  feel  it  is  time  to 
establish  a  mechanism  to  deal  sensitively 
with  the  legitimate  needs  of  our  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  brothers  and  sisters.  This  bill 
recognizes  that  [their]  needs  are  not  often 
times  addressed  by  existing  services.”  The 
bill,  which  was  co-sponsored  by  Sen. 
Michael  LoPresti  (D-East  Boston),  is  now  in 
a  study  committee. 

Thompson  unseated  long-time  les¬ 
bian/gay  rights  supporter  Saundra  Graham 


Texas 

Continued  from  page  1 

While  the  march  far  exceeded  organizers 
expectations  for  capturing  the  attention  of 
state  lawmakers,  the  real  story  for  the 
thousands  who  participated  was  much  more 
personal. 

For  many,  the  march  was  their  first  public 
appearance  as  openly  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple,  but  even  those  who  had  marched  in 
Washington  in  1987  were  moved  and  in¬ 
spired  by  the  overwhelming  sense  of  libera¬ 
tion  which  began  building  early  at  the 
assembly  area  and  mounted  throughout  the 
day. 

“People  are  coming  out  all  over  the  place 
at  the  Capitol,”  said  Maxey.  “It  was 
wonderful  to  get  on  the  elevator  at  the 
Capitol  and  have  someone  who  works  for  a 
Republican  say  to  me,  ‘thank  you  for  a 
wonderful  weekend.’  That  legislative  aide 
will  probably  never  speak  openly  to  me 
again,  but  I  know  we  made  a  difference. 
This  weekend  changed  people’s  lives.”  □ 

History 

Continued  from  back  page 
shared  friendship  and  admiration  for  each 
other’s  poetry,  according  to  Manuel  Ramos 
Otero,  Both  were  in  the  vanguard  of  a  liter¬ 
ary  revolution  in  Spain,  but  dealt  with  their 
homosexuality  in  very  different  ways.  Lorca 
explored  social  and  sexual  oppression  — 
particularly  the  repression  by  the  Catholic 
Church  —  through  characters  of  women 
rather  than  through  a  discussion  of  his  own 
repression  as  a  homsexual.  Otero  said  Lorca 
wrote  an  “Ode  to  Walt  Whitman”  after 
visiting  New  York,  but  did  not  make  it 
available  at  the  time  for  sale  to  the  general 
public.  The  poet  was  brutally  assassinated 
by  right-wing  Falangists  in  1936. 

Cernuda,  however,  who  went  into  exile 
unknowingly  (he  was  in  England  on  tour  for 
Spain’s  progressive  “Republican”  govern¬ 
ment  when  Franco  took  power),  wrote 
openly  about  homosexuality  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Otero  described  this  author  of 
“Reality  and  Desire”  as  embodying  the 
“perfect  balance  between  existence  as  a 
homosexual  and  a  creator  of  poetry.”  Of¬ 
fering  a  quote  from  his  subject  that  com¬ 
mented  on  the  panel  itself,  Otero  said  that  in 
1959,  four  years  before  his  death,  Cernuda 
wrote  that  “Whatever  they  censor  is  what 
you  are.”  □ 
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Susan  Greenwood 

_ LICSW _ 

Individual  and  group  therapy  for  les¬ 
bians.  Self-esteem,  coming  out,  rela¬ 
tionships,  alcohol/drug  abuse,  co¬ 
dependencies.  Consultation,  training 
and  supervision  available. _ 

On  Red  Line  Free  Parking 

Convenient  to  South  Shore 
and  Boston 

871-4987 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


OUR  15th 
FESTIVAL! 

June  1-4,  1989 

‘An  Indoor  Festival 
*3  Mainstage  Performances 
‘Showcase  Performances  and  Dances 
‘Over  120  workshops 
‘Open  MIC  and  Round  Robin 
‘MUCH  MORE! 

Send  request  for  brochure  to: 

NWMF  Dept.  GCN,  P.O.Box  5217 
Bloomington,  IN  47401-5217 


Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
'Real  Estate  Transfers 
'Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
'Discrimination 
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Report  from  the  Health 
Conference 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Over  1600  lesbian  and  gay  health  care  professionals,  educators, 
and  activists  convened  here  in  early  April  for  the  eleventh  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Conference  and  the  Seventh  National  AIDS  Forum.  Co-sponsored  by  the  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Foundation  (NLGHFj  and  The  George  Washington  University  Medical 
Center,  the  five-day  gathering  featured  hundreds  of  workshops,  several  large  plenary  ses¬ 
sions,  and  10  “Pre-Conference  Institutes” —  full  day  meetings  devoted  to  particular  health- 
related  issues.  In  addition,  many  health  care  professional  and  other  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  held  meetings  concurrent  with  the  conference,  and  informal  networking  and 
information-sharing  abounded. 

The  more  than  500  presentations  were  organized  into  thematic  tracks  that  included  the 
educational,  medical  and  psychosocial  aspects  of  AIDS,  holistic/alternative  health, 
substance  abuse /codependecy /recovery,  lesbian  health  care,  organizational/technical 
assistance,  people  of  color  issues,  special  population  issues,  mental  health  issues,  and  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  youth. 

Although  much  mainstream  and  lesbian  and  gay  media  attention  was  sparked  when  im¬ 
migration  officials  detained  a  Dutch  conference-goer  with  AIDS,  several  presentations 
generated  attention  both  within  and  outside  the  conference  itself.  Gay  and  straight  Califor¬ 
nia  politicians  addressed  conferees,  as  did  prominent  A  IDS  researchers  and  government  of¬ 
ficials.  A  presentation  of  the  research  on  the  promising  AIDS  treatment  Peptide  T  by  Can¬ 
dace  Pert  was  highlighted,  and  a  workshop  on  the  co-factors  and  non-HIV  causes  of  A  IDS 
generated  much  interest  also. 

Included  here  are  reports  from  three  specific  workshops  attended  by  GCN  correspondent 


Laurie  Sherman. 

Lesbians  and 
AIDS:  what 
are  the 
risks? 

By  Laurie  Sherman 

•  Isn’t  sexual  transmission  of  HIV  be¬ 
tween  lesbians  unlikely,  as  shown  by  the  low 
incidence  of  similarly  spread  viruses,  such  as 
hepatitis  B? 

•  Dental  dams  have  not  been  thoroughly 
tested  for  preventing  HIV  transmission. 
And  isn’t  this  new  safe  sex  fad  just  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  lesbian  ambivalence  about  exploring 
our  bodies  and  our  sexuality? 

•  Isn’t  this  focus  on  lesbian  sexual 
transmission  simply  a  diversion  from  more 
controversial,  higher  risk  behavior  in  our 
community,  such  as  drug  use,  and  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  with  men? 

These  questions  were  raised  in  GCFTs 
health  supplement  (April  16-22)  by  lesbian 
health  care  providers  Louise  Rice  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Herbert.  While  I  share  many  of  their 
concerns,  I  want  to  add  to  the  dialogue  in¬ 
formation  presented  from  a  different  view¬ 
point  at  a  recent  workshop. 

At  the  April  5-9  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Foundation  conference  in  San 
Franscisco,  Denise  Ribble  from  New  York 
City’s  Community  Health  Project  delivered 
the  workshop  “Safer  Sex  for  Lesbians.” 
The  gist  of  Ribble’s  two-hour  talk  was  that 

Continued  on  page  6 

Lesbian  lust: 

struggles 

and 

successes 

By  Laurie  Sherman 

Masturbation,  humorous  sex,  body  im¬ 
age,  pungent  vaginas,  repetitious  versus  in¬ 
novative  love-making,  and  prostitution  — 
all  were  among  the  topics  discussed  by  35 
lesbians,  ages  25-50,  at  the  April  5-9  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Health  Foundation  conference  in 
San  Francisco. 

Entitled,  “After  the  Honeymoon  is  Over: 
Issues  in  Lesbian  Sexuality  and  Intimacy,” 
the  workshop  was  to  be  run  by  a  woman 
who  did  not  show  up.  So,  process  queens 
(kings?)  that  we  are,  the  group  quickly  drew 
our  chairs  into  a  circle,  picked  a  facilitator, 
and  framed  the  discussion  ourselves.  The 
focus:  how  satisfied  are  we  with  our  sex 
lives,  and  what  is  the  relationship,  if  any,  bet¬ 
ween  sexuality  and  intimacy?  What  follow- 


□  filed  from  Boston 

ed  ranged  from  raunchy  to  poignant. 

The  questions  were  largely  a  response  to 
popular  lesbian  sex  therapists  —  such  as 
JoAnn  Loulan  —  theorizing  that  dykes  have 
less  sex  than  their  straight  or  gay  male 
counterparts,  and  that  having  less  sex  after 
year  one  is  necessarily  an  indication  of  lack 
of  intimacy,  even  when  the  couples  report 
being  satisfied. 

From  the  stories  dykes  in  the  room  told, 
these  theories  are  too  simplistic.  Quantity  of 
sex  does  not  necessarily  equal  quality;  sex  is 
certainly  not  always  an  indication  of  in¬ 
timacy;  and  less  sex  does  not  always  point  to 
the  deterioration  of  an  emotional  bond. 

Some  bisexual  women  and  lesbians  who 
had  been  with  men  explained  that  they  had 
more  sex  with  male  partners  because  men 
expected  and  pushed  for  it,  not  because  the 
Continued  on  page  1 2 

On  gay 
men  and 
sucking 

By  Laurie  Sherman 

Much  pandemonium  ensued  at  a  con¬ 
ference  workshop  on  oral  sex  between 
men.  AIDS  educators  and  researchers 
disagreed  about  the  risk  of  sucking, 
about  the  source  of  concern  about  suck¬ 
ing,  and  about  the  best  way  to  convey 
safe  sex  information  to  gay  men. 

Educators  from  Denmark  and  Canada 
advocated  sucking  as  safe,  especially 
when  men  do  not  allow  semen  into  their 
mouth.  During  an  open  mike  period, 
men  gave  personal  testimony  about  the 
numbers  of  partners  they  have  gone 
down  on  and  taken  semen  from,  adding 
that  they  have  continued  to  test  negative 
for  HIV.  They  declared  that  warnings 
against  oral  sex  are  “Moral  Majority- 
like,”  and  indicative  of  a  sex-negative, 
homophobic  culture. 

Some  U.S.  AIDS  workers  disagreed, 
stating  that  warnings  demonstrate  con¬ 
cern,  and  stem  from  the  knowledge  that 
some  men  have  been  infected  with  HIV 
solely  from  oral  sex.  Finding  a  way  to  re¬ 
main  sex-positive  and  yet  present  this  in¬ 
formation  is  important,  they  insisted. 

Our  messages  must  be  simple  and 
clear,  a  few  men  argued,  so  all  we  need  to 
say  is  “wear  a  condom  for  anal  sex,  and 
don’t  come  in  any  orifice.”  Not  a  very 
empowering  message,  retorted  other  par¬ 
ticipants;  we  need  to  give  a  longer,  more 
thorough  message.  Since  pre-cum  some¬ 
times  has  HIV  in  it,  sucking  may  not  be 
completely  safe;  our  audiences  need  to 
know  this,  and  make  individual, 
thoughtful  safe  sex  choices. 

Most  men  in  the  room  indicated  that  in 
their  personal  lives  they  choose  to  suck 
without  ejaculation  —  rather  than  swal¬ 
lowing,  giving  up  oral  sex,  or  wearing  a 
condom  when  going  down  on  a  man  — 
and  consider  this  to  be  very  low  risk 
sex.  □  _ 


Boston  activists  turn  out 
to  support  abortion  rights 


BOSTON  —  Organizers  estimated  3,000  women  came  out  for  Boston  NOW's  pro-choice  demonstra¬ 
tion  April  26.  While  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  heard  final  arguments  in  the  ‘Webster’  case  (see  related  story, 
page  I),  Boston  activists  rallied  at  City  Hall  Plaza  to  demand  protection  of  women's  legal  right  to  choose 
abortion. 

BarbaraNeely,  executive  director  of  Women  for  Economic  justice,  reminded  the  crowd,  “No  matter 
what  happens  in  the  Supreme  Court  today,  you  and  I  must  do  everything  necessary  to  ensure  that  every 
woman  who  wants  to  have  a  baby  can  afford  to  have  a  baby,  that  every  woman  who  does  not  want  to  be 
sterilized  is  not  sterilized,  and  that  every  woman  in  this  city  who  needs  an  abortion  can  get  one." 

Marlene  Fried  of  the  Reproductive  Rights  Network  also  examined  connections  between  the  issue  of  legal 
abortions  to  broader  women's  issues  and  sexual  politics.  "We  have  learned  that  we  cannot  sanitize  our 
demands  by  taking  women  and  sex  out  of  the  abortion  debate.  Abortion  is  about  sexual  rights;  as  such,  it  is 
linked  to  the  fight  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  live  their  lives  openly.  Abortion  is  about  controlling  our  lives 
as  we  see  fit.  If  we  can’t  control  our  fertility,  we  can’t  control  anything  else." 

Ellen  Convisser,  President  of  Boston  NOW,  told  activists  to  keep  in  mind  that,  "There  would  be  no 
restrictions  placed  on  a  woman’s  right  to  choose  abortion  that  would  not  be  a  tragedy  for  us."  She  added 
that  funding  and  access  to  abortions  are  “already  woefully  deficient,”  as  only  13  states  —  including 
Massachusetts  —  provide  funding  for  abortion. 

Ralliers  and  organizers  alike  expressed  excitement  and  surprise  at  the  turnout.  Pam  Mitchell  said  she 
often  comes  out  to  show  support  at  rallies,  but  that  NOW’s  rally  was  extraordinary  in  comparison  to 
others  in  recent  Boston  history.  "I’ve  gotten  so  used  to  rallies  where  people  show  up  because  they  feel 
obligated.  What  was  remarkable  about  this  particular  rally  was  I  looked  around  after  an  hour  and  a  half  of 
speeches,  and  people  were  still  as  enthusiastic  and  riled  up  as  they  were  at  the  beginning.  They  looked  like 
they  could  have  stayed  there  for  days.’’ 

Three  days  after  the  NOW  rally,  pro-choice  activists  turned  out  en  masse  to  counter  demonstrate  when 
an  Operation  Rescue  unit  of  "right-to-lifers”  attempted  to  close  a  local  abortion  clinic.  Organizers 
estimated  1,000  activists  —  more  than  double  the  number  of  anti-abortionists  —  participated  in  the 
counter-demonstration. 

□  Judy  Harris 

Massachusetts  activists 
rally  for  AIDS  money 

This  year’s  budget  allocates  more  money  for  AIDS,  but 
some  fear  cuts,  and  say  the  numbers  may  be  misleading 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Activists,  health  care  advo¬ 
cates,  lobbyists,  and  state  officials  are  put¬ 
ting  in  their  final  pitches  for  a  1990  AIDS 
budget  that  is  larger  than  this  year’s.  The 
Boston  AIDS  Consortium  (BAC)  held  an 
AIDS  Lobby  Day  Rally  at  the  State  House 
on  April  18  to  show  state  legislators  the  wide 
support  for  the  pending  AIDS  budget. 

Governor  Michael  Dukakis’ 
recommendation  in  January  was  to  increase 
next  year’s  AIDS  budget  by  one  million 
dollars  to  $19.1  million.  Since  then,  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  has 
tacked  on  an  additional  million.  Now,  the 
proposed  $20  million  AIDS  budget  is  in  the 
Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee  which 
must  balance  the  entire  state  budget  by  the 
end  of  May. 

With  little  support  to  increase  tax 
revenues,  chair  of  the  Senate  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  Sen.  Patricia  McGovern 
(D-Lawrence)  has  said  she  will  have  to  slash 
the  state  budget  by  $300  million.  Lobbyists 
urged  people  to  contact  their  representatives 
and  senators  to  support  “tax  reform  not  ser¬ 
vice  cuts.”  Because  it  appears  some  cuts  are 
inevitable,  said  lobbyists,  members  of  the 
Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee  should 
be  encouraged  to  protect  AIDS  appropria¬ 
tions. 

BAC’s  Program  Director  Holly  Ladd  in¬ 
troduced  several  representatives  of  BAC 
member  organizations  who  spoke  about  the 
need  for  an  increased  AIDS  budget.  ACT 
UP/Boston,  although  not  a  member  of  the 
Consortium,  was  also  invited  to  participate 
in  the  rally.  Larry  Kessler,  executive  director 
of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 


(AAC),  said  lobbyists  must  make  politicians 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  passing  the  AIDS 
budget  without  cutting  it.  “We  have  to  be 
about  educating  the  barrier  groups,  those 
people  who  make  public  policy  in  a  vacuum 
who  don’t  [understand]  it,  who  don’t  want 
to  [understand]  it.”  Standing  on  the  steps  of 
the  State  House  with  several  other  ACT 
UP/Boston  members,  an  activist  held  a 
building-shaped  placard  representing 
AAC’s  offices.  The  sign  read,  “Call  Back 
Tomorrow.”  Kessler  pointed  to  the  sign  and 
said,  “My  fear  is  we’re  going  to  get  to  the 
point  where  we  have  to  say  call  back  next 
week,  next  month,  or  next  year.” 

Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn,  introduced  by 
Ladd  as  “one  of  the  two  leading  mayors  in 
the  country  working  on  AIDS,”  pledged  to 
make  AIDS  a  priority  on  his  political  agen¬ 
da.  Flynn  addressed  the  group  of  ad  hoc 
lobbyists  saying,  “I  am  willing  to  put 
whatever  political  capital  on  the  line  to  fight 
for  AIDS  treatments.” 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health  (DPH)  Commissioner  Deborah 
Prothrow-Stith  told  the  group,  “I  want  you 
to  know  the  Department  of  Public  Health  is 
in  it  for  the  long  haul.”  Prothrow-Stith  call¬ 
ed  for  “drug  treatment  on  demand,”  referr¬ 
ing  to  the  list  of  people  waiting  for  drug 
rehabilitation  services  due  to  lack  of  fun¬ 
ding. 

ACT  UP/Boston  members  said  they  sup¬ 
ported  Prothrow-Stith ’s  proposed  increase 
of  drug  rehabilitation  services,  but  were 
critical  of  DPH’s  AIDS  budget  manage¬ 
ment.  In  particular,  the  group  targeted 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Marilyn  Humphries 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Join  the  GCN  Challenge! 


With  the  support  of  our  readers,  GC/V  is  on  its  way 
to  meeting  its  $50,000  fundraising  goal. 

Dollar  for  dollar,  every  donation  received  before 
May  will  be  matched  by  a  small  group  of  anonymous 
donors,  until  we  reach  the  grand  total  of  $50,000.  So 
far,  our  readers  have  contibuted  $11,427.50,  which  is 
worth  $22,855  to  GCN  because  of  our  matching 
challenge. 

With  a  new  infusion  of  cash,  GCN  hopes  to  bring 
more  pages  of  a  better  GCN  to  more  readers  in  more 
cities  and  towns  across  the  United  States,  primarily 
through  a  major  promotional  subscription  campaign. 

Now  more  than  ever  is  the  time  to  contribute  to 
GCN.  Please  send  your  donations  to  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Checks  made  out 
to  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  or  GCN 
are  tax  deductible. 


gay 

COMMUNTY 

NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  ol 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Loving  people  not  color 

Dear  GCN : 

I  just  wanted  to  comment  on  your  fine 
publication.  It  is  publications  such  as  GCN 
that  educate  our  community,  and  make 
progress  a  reality. 

I  am  the  White  Co-chairman  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (NABWMT),  and  offer  this 
quotation  for  possible  publication. 

“Is  the  black  man  who  is  interested  in  the 
white  man  loving  the  oppressor?  Only  if  he 
believes  so.  I  suggest  interracial  mixing  is 
achieved  because  of  educated  decisions.  ” 

Continue  the  fine  work  and  dedication, 
for  all  people. 

In  brotherhood, 
Michael  G.  Warner 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Happy  Birthday  to  PWA-RAG! 

Dear  GCN: 

May  1st  will  be  the  first  anniversary  for 
the  Prisoners  With  AIDS  Rights  Advocacy 
Group  (PWA-RAG).  1  am  very  proud  to  say 
how  much  it’s  newsletter  has  grown  from 
the  two  pages  to  eight  pages  so  far.  It  not  on¬ 
ly  has  benefitted  the  prisoners  that  are  seek¬ 
ing  help  from  inside  the  cold  four  walls  (or 
fences),  but  for  other  people  in  the  outside 
world  too. 

It’s  sad  the  way  some  of  the  HIV  positives 
are  treated  in  prison.  It’s  bad  enough  not  to 
get  the  proper  medical  treatment,  and  then 


to  have  to  put  up  with  the  bullshit  that  is 
thrown  in  your  face  from  government  and 
inmates  alike.  It  turns  my  stomach  at  some 
of  the  tacky  remarks  that  come  out  of  peo¬ 
ple’s  mouths  who  don’t  want  to  educate 
themselves  to  the  truth. 

In  any  event,  keep  it  up  and  give  ’em  hell 
PWA-RAG!  (They  could  use  a  few  extra 
stamps.  Byron  Merton,  1407  E.  Brady  St., 
No. 520,  Milwaukee  WI  53202,  is  the  direc¬ 
tor). 

In  solidarity, 
Terri  Blevins 
03663-030 
PO  Box  1000 

■  Milan,  MI  48160 

In  favor  of  the  femme 

Dear  GCN: 

Like  a  lot  of  your  readers,  I  lean  more  in 
favor  of  the  femme  TV-TS  and  Drag  Queen 
Ladies.  I  feel  it’s  time  you  compile  a  pic¬ 
torial  of  these  Ladies  in  the  same  manner 
they  did  for  Gay  Men  in  the  12th  Anniver¬ 
sary  Edition  of  Fag  Rag. 

I  feel  you  should  make  it  available  for  sale 
to  the  public,  and  half  price  to  prisoners.  No 
exceptions.  1  know  it  would  boost  GCN’s  in¬ 
come. 

If  you’d  like  some  input  on  this  project 
before  risking  a  lot  of  time  and  money,  then 
I  suggest  you  poll  your  readers  in  an  upcom¬ 
ing  issue  and  have  them  return  the  question¬ 
naire  to  you  with  their  response.  Something 
simple. 

Sincerely, 
Edward  Norman 
_  EF-174120  (M-3) 

®  Reidsville,  GA  30499 

Telling  secrets 

[  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter.  —  Ed.] 
To  the  owners  of  Secrets: 

We  are  very  pleased  about  the  opening  of 
a  women’s  bar  in  Cambridge;  needless  to 
say,  it  is  long  overdue.  We  are  disappointed, 
however,  with  the  name  Secrets.  Believing 
that  language  is  a  powerful  tool  which  car¬ 
ries  meaning  beyond  the  obvious,  we  feel 
that  the  name  Secrets  conveys  a  negative 
message.  This  is  the  only  lesbian  bar  in 
Boston,  and  its  name  has  negative  connota¬ 
tions.  For  many  of  us,  our  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  no  secret  to  our  friends  and  families, 
and  that’s  important  to  us.  We  believe  that 
everyone  has  the  right  to  come  out  as  much 
or  as  little  as  they  want  to  in  their  lives,  but 
calling  a  lesbian  bar  Secrets  sounds  coy  and 
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our  yearly  sustainer  party.  GCN  is 
published  by  a  non-profit,  tax- 
exempt  educational  foundation. 


“GCN  consistently  covers  the  intersection 
of  sex  &  politics  which  is  often  the  location 
of  our  troubles  &  our  joys  —  both  in¬ 
dividually  &  collectively.  GCN  is  simply  the 
most  interesting  publication  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men  in  this  country.  ”  —  Sue  Hyde 

Sodomy  Law  Repeal  Project 
National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 
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makes  it  sound  like  we  have  something  to 
hide. 

Maybe  you’re  thinking,  “It’s  just  a  name; 
why  take  it  so  seriously?”  We  feel  that 
names  convey  a  great  deal  of  meaning  and 
should  be  positive  and  affirming,  particular¬ 
ly  in  a  time  filled  with  homophobia,  ignor¬ 
ance  and  gaybashing.  Let’s  be  proud  of  our 
community  and  culture;  let’s  not  give  the 
message,  no  matter  how  coy  or  subtle,  that 
we  want  or  need  to  hide  who  we  are,  and 
where  we  go. 

Sincerely, 
Holly  Daschbach 

Lisa  Price 

_  Claire  Plunkett 

Boston,  Mass. 

Courage  with  cream  pies 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  Monday,  two  construction  workers 
eating  at  the  Golden  Eagle  restaurant  in 
Bristol,  Penn.  (Route  13  at  Bath)  harassed  a 
very  gay  man  eating  lunch  there.  They  refer¬ 
red  to  the  very  effeminate  gay  patron  as  a 
fag  and  cocksucker.  As  the  gay  man  was 
paying  his  bill  at  the  cash  register,  the  two 
construction  workers  annoyed  the  gay  man 
and  the  contents  of  his  wallet  fell  on  the 
floor.  The  construction  workers  picked  up 
two  very  large  cream  pies  and  both  workers 
hit  the  gay  man  with  the  cream  pies  in  the 
face.  The  gay  man’s  earring  (in  his  right  ear) 
fell  off.  The  construction  workers  left.  The 
very  gay  man  said  that  he  was  used  to  be  an¬ 
noyed  and  harassed  because  he  is  gay. 

He  obviously  is  a  courageous  man. 

Sincerely, 

_  Tom  Luce 

Bristol,  Penn. 


So  we  played  and  had  some  fun  — 
life  for  once  seemed  almost  great. 

Then,  as  if  on  cue,  the  axe  came  down. 
Say  hello  to  our  secret  fascist  state. 

CHORUS: 

We  all  live  in  a  secret  fascist  state 

secret  fascist  state 

secret  fascist  state 

We  all  live  in  a  secret  fascist  state 

secret  fascist  state 

secret  fascist  state 

Now  my  friends  are  all  in  shock; 
hearts  are  shattered,  few  really  talk. 

“No  no  no!  This  can ’t  be  our  fate. 

We  don ’t  really  live  in  a  secret  fascist 
state.  ” 

But  the  media ’s  Republican-owned, 

CIA  -fed  and  corporate-cloned. 

Just  a  branch  on  the  trunk  of  greed, 
martial  gluttony  and  misdeed. 

REPEA  T  CHORUS 

Effective  dissent  is  never  that. 

Minorities  get  info-bashed. 

Just  rich  straight  whites  get  to  be 
Exempt  from  well-disguised  atrocities. 

And  we’ve  a  germ-filled  history  — 
from  the  Trail  of  Tears  to  Tuskegee. 

Both  Ishi  Shiro  and  Edward  Nevins  knew, 
so  if  speech  is  free  why  didn  ’t  you? 

AIDS  was  bioengineered 
at  Fort  Detrick,  it’s  pretty  dear. 

Some  say  we  just  need  cure,  this  doesn  7 
relate. 

But  only  the  truth  can  cure  in  a  secret 
fascist  stale. 

and. . . 

REPEAT  CHORUS 


Federal  prisoners  &  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  working  on  a  project  for  the  Dallas 
Morning  News  that  looks  at  the  quality  of 
health  care  that  inmates  receive  in  federal 
prisons. 

I’m  especially  interested  in  talking  to  in¬ 
mates  who  have  AIDS,  ARC  or  have  tested 
positive  for  HIV.  I  want  to  hear  about  your 
living  conditions,  medical  treatment  and 
problems  you’ve  had  trying  to  improve 
these. 

You  may  write  me  at  the  below  address. 
Feel  free  to  pass  my  name  along  to  other  in¬ 
mates  who  might  have  experienced  similar 
problems  related  to  health  care  and  HIV. 

Sherry  Jacobson 
Reporter,  Dallas  Morning  News 
_  Communications  Center 

■  Dallas,  TX  75265 

Suffering  for  their  sins 

Dear  GCN: 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  should  not  heed 
the  hysterical  eunuchs,  religious  zealots  and 
their  gullible  followers  who  want  people  to 
suffer  for  having  sex. 

Crucifixion  is  not  for  everyone.  The  idea 
of  Imitation  of  Christ  introduced  by 
Thomas  A’Kempis  in  the  fifteenth  century  is 
a  ridiculous  perversion  of  original  Christian¬ 
ity  which  simply  viewed  Jesus  Christ’s  life  as 
an  historic  epic  event  opening  the  gates  of 
heaven.  This  could  only  be  accomplished  by 
God  Himself  and  certainly  not  even  imitated 
by  mere  mortals. 

Bertrand  Russell  rejected  Christianity 
largely  due  to  its  anti-sex  bias  and  wrote  in 
Why  I  Am  Not  A  Christian  that  the  earliest 
Christians  saw  no  use  for  sex  since  they  be¬ 
lieved  in  Jesus  Christ’s  false  prophecy  that 
the  end  of  the  world  would  happen  in  their 
generation. 

The  religious  zealots’  targets  are  not  only 
abortion  and  gay  rights  but  also  contracep¬ 
tion  of  any  kind,  sex  hygiene  items  such  as 
condoms,  divorce,  married  clergy  and  fe¬ 
male  pastors.  They  cannot  even  get  their 
own  congregations  to  practice  their  pious 
strictures  and  frequently  do  not  practice 
those  pious  strictures  themselves. 

Let’s  not  return  to  the  Dark  Ages. 

_  Jim  Senyszyn 

l  — i  Naugatuck,  Conn. 

‘We  all  live  in  a  secret  fascist 
state* 

Dear  GCN: 

Here’s  some  food  for  malnourished 
thought,  sung  to  the  tune  of  “Yellow  Sub¬ 
marine.” 

In  the  town  that  I  moved  to 
lived  some  men  who  came  to  see 
the  joy  of  living  life 
with  whole  love  and  sexuality. 


Sincerely, 
John  Morrison 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Art  Director 
Coordinating  Editor 

Art  Director:  Available  late-June.  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee 
the  layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  pro¬ 
duction  night.  Design  centerspread  and  cover 
graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  artists),  week¬ 
ly  display  advertisements,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc.  Oversee 
calendar  coordination. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred,  but  training  is 
available. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  23. 

Coordinating  Editor:  Available  mid-July. 
Provide  overall  coordination  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  financial,  administrative,  and  public 
relations  aspects  of  GCN.  Edit  and  layout  the 
“Community  Voices"  section  of  the  news¬ 
paper.  Develop  yearly  budgets,  financial 
strategies,  and  fundraising  projects.  Coor¬ 
dinate  the  GCN  membership,  including  staff, 
Board  members,  and  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience; 
production  experience  and  experience  with 
non-profit  administration  helpful;  strong  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  June  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti- 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 
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Creating  a  strong  and 
united  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  movement 


Part  1  of  2 

By  Mickey  Wheatley 

As,we  face  increasing  threats  from  with¬ 
out,  the  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment  has  not  yet  discovered  effective  ways 
to  unite  the  various  factions  of  our  move¬ 
ment  to  create  a  strong  coalition  to  fight  our 
common  oppression.  As  a  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  attorney,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/New 
York,  and  a  Radical  Faerie,  1  find  that  in  the 
different  factions  of  our  movement,  there 
are  many  individuals  who  engage  in  an 
unacceptable  degree  of  distrust  and  dishing 
of  factions  to  which  they  do  not  belong  and 
that  they  do  not  understand.  As  we 
celebrate  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
Stonewall  Rebellion,  we  need  a  better 
perspective  of  how  different  groupings 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment  work  for  social  change,  and  how  we 
can  all  change  in  ways  that  will  allow  us  to 
work  more  effectively  together.  We  must 
work  to  understand  and  resolve  these  ten¬ 
sions  so  that  we  can  better  fight  for  our  com¬ 
mon  goal  —  a  culture  that  embraces  sexual 
diversity  and  cares  enough  for  all  its 
members  to  provide  compassion  and  resour¬ 
ces  to  those  most  in  need. 

In  the  ’70s,  liberal  gay  organizations  were 
created  with  the  intention  of  gaining 
mainstream  acceptance  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  “lifestyle.”  The  notion  was  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  “we  are  just  like  you  except  for 
what  we  do  in  bed.”  Liberal  gays  used 
assimilationist  tactics  like  lobbying  govern¬ 
ment  officials  and  bringing  test-case  litiga¬ 
tion  into  the  courts  to  gain  us  our  “rights.” 

“Assimilationists”  have  many  successes 
to  be  proud  of.  Before  the  creation  of  these 
organizations,  most  lesbian  and  gay  people 
were  completely  in  the  closet.  The  assimila¬ 
tionists  have  created  visibility  for  our  com¬ 
munity  in  the  mainstream  media.  Our  issues 
are  now  openly  discussed  in  Congress  and 
other  government  lawmaking  bodies.  Many 
cities  have  actually  enacted  civil  rights  or¬ 
dinances  protecting  our  legal  rights.  More 
judges  are  writing  better  opinions  that 
reflect  a  real  understanding  of  our  issues; 
although  many  of  these  opinions  are  dis¬ 
sents,  or  are  overturned  by  higher  courts, 
they  represent  a  judicial  consciousness  un¬ 
precedented  in  history. 

Unfortunately  the  success  of  a  movement 
is  measured  by  the  strength  of  its  enemies. 
The  liberal,  “assimilationist”  approach  has 
become  largely  unsuccessful  in  continuing 
to  create  significant  change.  To  date,  only 
Wisconsin  has  passed  a  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  bill.  We  have  hardly  begun  to  be  rec¬ 
ognized  as  families  entitled  to  the  benefits 
accorded  heterosexual  parents  and  spouses. 
We  are  prevented  from  spending  govern¬ 
ment  funds  on  AIDS  education  that  is  ex¬ 
plicit  enough  to  be  effective.  Bathhouses, 
institutions  that  stand  as  actual  and  sym¬ 
bolic  places  of  sexual  freedom,  are  being 
shut  down  under  the  pretense  of  reasonable 
public  health.  The  Hardwick  decision 
speaks  for  itself. 

At  'the  same  time,  assimilationism  has 
undermined  the  Stonewall  vision  of  libera¬ 
tion  for  all  the  members  of  our  community. 
“Drag  queens,”  “bull  dykes,”  “hippies” 
and  others  in  our  community  who  have  not 
demonstrated  a  middle-class,  heterosexual 
personal  style  have  been  kept  from  leader¬ 
ship  roles,  and  from  the  images  we  have 
created  to  define  ourselves.  Of  course,  the 
fallout  from  this  approach  is  a  movement 
that  fails  to  address  the  needs  of  all  the 
members  of  our  diverse  family,  particularly 
lesbians,  people  of  color,  poor  gays,  rural 
gays,  and  those  who  are  sexual  minorities 
within  our  own  community. 

Those  lesbian  and  gay  people  frustrated 
with  the  “assimilationist”  approach  have 
been  organizing  into  more  expressly  coun¬ 
terculture  movements  such  as  the  Radical 
Faeries  for  men  and  separatist  collectives  for 
wimmin.  These  groups  have  worked  to 
create  truly  supportive  community  struc¬ 
tures  for  themselves.  This  deep  level  of  sup¬ 
port  has  allowed  the  groups  to  focus  inward¬ 
ly  on  the  ways  in  which  we  are  uniquely  op¬ 
pressed,  and  how  our  oppression  has  work¬ 
ed  at  denying  us  knowledge  of  our  innate 
nature  and  gifts  as  lesbian  and  gay  peoples. 


The  separatists  have  also  been  learning  that 
our  oppression  is  bound  together  with 
gender,  race,  class  and  other  oppression  into 
a  patriarchal  culture  that  at  its  very  roots 
will  remain  unable  to  assimilate  us  because 
of  the  radical  vision  of  a  truer  culture  that 
our  sexuality  and  lives  represent. 

This  separatist  approach  has  unfortunate¬ 
ly  also  seen  its  share  of  failures.  The  patriar¬ 
chal  hate  directed  against  us  has  been  too 
strong,  and  the  AIDS  crisis  too  overwhelm¬ 
ing,  for  us  to  be  able  to  turn  our  back  on  the 
dominant  culture.  We  need  its  help,  sup¬ 
port,  and  even  its  compassion  before  we  can 
adequately  tackle  the  multitude  of  crises  fac¬ 
ing  us.  Separatism,  by  itself,  fails  to  build 
the  bridges  necessary  to  create  a  progressive 
culture,  however  supported  we  feel  when  we 
are  truly  and  radically  within  our  own  com¬ 
munity. 

By  the  middle  of  this  decade,  the  over¬ 
whelming  weight  of  our  loss  from  AIDS  and 
the  strength  of  the  Right  have  caused  us  to 
change  the  tactics  we  use  to  challenge  the 
heterosexist  dominant  culture.  While  we  are 
growing  ill,  our  enemies  use  AIDS  as  new 
ammunition  for  their  “moral”  crusade 
against  us.  This  virulent  combination  has 
forced  us  into  a  new  militancy.  For  groups 
like  ACT  UP,  civil  disobedience  has  become 
a  typical  response  to  issues  affecting  us.  We 
have  created  strong,  militant,  and  visible 
political  response  to  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

However,  this  new  militant  current  in  our 
movement  is  also  flawed.  This  action-orien¬ 
ted  movement  is  strong  on  analyzing  narrow 
issues  but  cannot  yet  place  itself  in  a  larger 
political  context.  This  narrow  analysis  for 
the  new,  gay-male  dominated,  AIDS  activ¬ 
ist-inspired  movement  has  just  begun  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  an  analysis  of  how  the  oppression  of 
lesbian  and  gay  people  is  related  to  sexism, 
and  how  a  racist  and  profit-driven  health 
care  system  is  now  denying  gay  men  access 
to  adequate  health  care  for  HIV-related 
medical  conditions.  The  lack  of  a  fully- 
developed  progressive  vision  of  the  militant 
current  is  creating  further  divisions  between 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  between  the  gay 
community  and  communities  of  color.  For 
instance,  the  progressive  lesbian  agenda  of 
the  seventies  is  being  further  marginalized 
by  the  immediate  avalanche  of  oppression 
generated  by  the  AIDS  crisis. 

The  three  currents  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  that  I  have  described,  the 
assimilationist,  the  separatist  and  the  mili¬ 
tant  are  often  divided  and  distrustful  of  each 
other.  As  an  active  participant  in  all  three  of 
these  currents  within  our  community,  I 
believe  that  the  level  of  distrust  and 
divisiveness  is  counterproductive.  We  have 
strengths  to  teach  each  other  and  weaknes¬ 
ses  to  help  each  other  overcome.  So  let’s 
work  together  to  create  a  stronger,  more 
united  and  inclusive  front  to  fight  the 
greater  enemy  —  heterosexist,  sexist,  anti¬ 
sex  oppression  that  continues  to  destroy  us 
through  AIDS,  violence,  suicide,  and 
wasted  lives. 

In  part  two,  I  will  discuss  approaches  to 
working  together. 

Mickey  Wheatley  was  formerly  a  staff  at¬ 
torney  with  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Ed¬ 
ucation  Fund  in  New  York  and  is  currently  help¬ 
ing  to  organize  Stonewall  twentieth  anniver¬ 
sary  celebrations  in  New  York  City. 

Part  2  will  appear  sometime  in  the  next 
few  weeks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


Correction 


In  the  April  16  story  about  Medicare,  Deborah 
Thomson  should  have  been  identified  as  ACT 
UP/Boston’s  attorney. 
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Women’s  bar  opens  in 
Cambridge 

The  new  club,  Secrets,  offers  the  first  women ’s  bar  space 
since  Somewhere’ s  closing 


By  Judy  Harris 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Finally,  a  women’s  bar 
in  Boston!  Since  Somewhere  Else  —  the  on¬ 
ly  women’s  bar  in  the  Boston  area  —  closed 
because  of  smoke  and  water  damage  in 
February,  the  question  many  lesbians  have 
been  asking  is,  “Where  can  women  go 
now?”  One  answer  to  that  question  came 
April  27th  with  the  opening  of  Secrets  in 
Cambridge. 

Cyndie  Barone,  who  manages  the  new 
women’s  club  with  Laurel  Bowman,  said,  “I 
want  to  create  an  atmosphere  where  people 
feel  comfortable.  Secrets  is  a  place  for 
socializing,  it’s  not  a  place  where  people 
come  just  to  get  drunk.  We  want  everyone 
to  have  a  place  here  whether  they  drink  or 
don’t  drink,  dance  or  don’t  dance.”  Barone 
continued,  “The  crowd  we  expect  to  attract 
is  gay  women.  We’re  not  looking  to  attract  a 
particular  type  of  woman.” 

Secrets  shares  a  space  at  823  Main  Street 
with  Nightstage  —  a  club  already  well- 
known  for  its  live  jazz  and  rock  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  club  occupies  two  floors  — 
upstairs  has  a  bar,  tables  and  a  stage,  and 
downstairs  has  a  bar  and  dance  floor. 
Secrets’  upstairs  and  downstairs  are  open 
until  2:00  a.m.  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Sunday  nights  before  Monday  holidays.  Un¬ 
til  July  8,  only  the  dancing  are  of  Secrets 
will  be  open  Saturday  nights.  Beginning 
June  1,  Secrets’  downstairs  will  also  be 
open  on  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays.  The 
club  is  close  to  the  Central  Square  Red  Line 
T  station  and  bus  terminal,  and  valet  park¬ 
ing  is  available.  Secrets  is  not  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible. 

According  to  Barone,  Secrets  is  owned  by 
Paul  Mydelski,  who  also  owns  Njghtstage 
and  had  wanted  to  open  a  women’s  bar  for  a 
long  time.  Mydelski  was  not  available  for 
comment.  Barone,  who  was  employed  at 
Somewhere  when  it  closed,  said  there  was  a 
real  scramble  trying  to  get  Secrets  open. 
“We  had  five  weeks  to  open  —  it  was 
crazy.”  In  that  short  time,  Barone  said  they 
had  to  hire  a  full  staff,  rearrange  lighting, 
install  the  dance  floor,  lighting,  and  sound 
system.  “I  slept  very  little,”  she  added, 
“and  a  lot  of  people  worked  very  hard  to  get 
Secrets  open  as  soon  as  possible.” 

And  why  “Secrets?”  Barone  said  the 


name  “was  chosen  on  an  emergency 
basis.... The  other  names  [we  thought  of] 
were  horrendous.”  Mydelski  worked  with  a 
group  of  gay  women  consultants  who^phose 
the  name,  said  Barone  who  added,  “1 
always  think  of  ‘secrets’  as  something  in¬ 
teresting.” 

Before  opening  to  the  public,  Secrets  held 
a  private  opening  party  April  24  for  700 
guests,  said  Barone.  Since  Secrets  has  been 
open  to  the  public,  said  Barone,  the  overall 
response  from  women  has  been  extremely 
favorable.  She  said  several  women  thanked 
the  Secrets  staff  for  providing  a  space  for 
women,  and  that  she  received  a  number  of 
compliments,  especially  on  the  dance  room. 
“[It]  used  to  be  a  restaurant,  so  the  decor 
was  already  very  nice  when  we  took  over,” 
said  Barone.  “It  has  pink  and  light-colored 
tiles,  and  light-colored  wood.  I  think  of  it  as 
a  very  feminine  room.” 

Wendy  Scott,  who  refers  to  herself  as  “a 
frequenter  of  nightspots,”  said  of  Secrets, 
“I  thought  it  was  very  nice;  it’s  like  a  Club 
Cafe  for  women.  It’s  not  the  Somewhere 
where  you  go  in  your  jeans  and  tee  shirt.  It’s 
more  upscale  in  terms  of  decor.”  Scott  said 
that  she  was  somewhat  taken  aback  by  the 
six  dollar  cover  charge  and  the  crowds.  “It 
was  really,  really  packed,”  said  Scott.  “But 
with  the  opening  of  the  second  floor  Friday 
and  Saturday  nights,  it  should  be  better.” 

Several  women  who  spoke  with  GCN  said 
they  felt  six  dollars  was  an  expensive  cover 
charge  for  a  women’s  club.  Barone  explain¬ 
ed  that  there  had  been  some  in-house  confu¬ 
sion  during  their  first  week  of  operation. 
The  actual  cover,  said  Barone,  will  be  four 
dollars  on  weekdays  and  five  dollars  on 
Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays. 

Along  with  dancing,  drinking,  and  social¬ 
izing,  Secrets  plans  to  sponsor  other  events 
for  women.  Secrets*  wall  space  will  be  used 
to  display  women’s  art.  “That  is  something 
we  will  do  every  month  on  a  rotating  basis,” 
explained  Barone.  “It  keeps  the  looks  of  the 
bar  changing  and  it  gives  women  artists  a 
chance  to  sell/display  their  work.  We  don’t 
take  any  commission  from  it.”  Secrets  also 
plans  to  host  fashion  shows  for  local  women 
designers,  and  is  planning  a  benefit  for 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee.  □ 


Lesbians  and  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  3 

lesbians  do  get  AIDS,  and  that  lesbian  sex¬ 
ual  transmission  has  occured,  but  can  be 
prevented  without  greatly  limiting  our  sex¬ 
uality. 

In  explaining  to  the  audience  of  40  how 
lesbians  do  get  AIDS,  Ribble  drove  home  an 
important  point:  behaviors,  not  labels, 
transmit  HIV.  Of  the  32  lesbians  she  has 
seen  at  the  clinic  who  are  HIV  positive  (some 
already  have  AIDS),  almost  all  contracted  it 
through  behaviors  we  know  are  dangerous: 
sharing  IV  drug  needles,  and  having  un¬ 
protected  anal  or  vaginal  intercourse  with  a 
man.  Some  of  the  women  contracted  HIV 
from  a  boyfriend  before  or  after  coming 
out;  five  are  prostitutes  who  presumably 
contracted  it  from  “johns.”  One  lesbian  is 
positive  from  receiving  a  transfusion  before 
blood  was  screened  for  HIV. 

Ribble  explained  that  while  intravenous 
drug  use  puts  lesbians  at  risk,  so  does  any 
form  of  substance  abuse.  When  a  lesbian 
blacks  out  from  drinking  and  doesn’t 
remember  who  she  has  been  with;  when  a 
lesbian  —  any  woman  —  is  addicted  to  a 
drug  (including  alcohol)  and  may  need  to  ex¬ 
change  sex  with  men  for  drug  money,  she  is 
at  risk  for  HIV.  Simply  identifying  as  a  les¬ 
bian  is  no  protection. 

Here  1  imagine  Ribble  and  Herbert  would 
agree:  the  denial  and  ignorance  in  our  com¬ 
munity  are  dangerous.  Our  community  has 
not  dealt  with  alcohol  and  drug  use,  or  with 
ambivalence  about  bisexual  women,  and 
many  of  us  are  ignorant  about  prostitution; 
so  lesbians  at  risk  for  HIV  infection 
through  these  methods  are  not  likely  to 
discuss  it  with  their  partners,  or  even  with 
their  friends.  And  lesbians  unaware  of  their 
risk  will  not  seek  necessary  counseling  and 
services. 

Ribble’s  next  piece  of  information  was 
provocative,  and  her  interpretation  was  con¬ 


troversial  for  some.  Three  of  Ribble’s  les¬ 
bian  clients  are  HIV  positive  with  no  risk 
factor  other  than  sexual  activity  with  a 
woman  who  is  infected. 

One  lesbian  was  exposed  to  her  partner’s 
infected  blood  through  S/M  activities,  in¬ 
cluding  shaving  and  cutting,  which  provided 
clear  blood-to-blood  contact.  But  the  other 
two  clients  —  whose  lovers  are  recovering 
addicts  —  only  seem  to  have  the  risk  factor 
of  going  down  on  their  partner  and  putting 
fingers  in  the  partner’s  vagina  during  her 
period. 

A  number  of  lesbian  AIDS  educators  I 
have  spoken  with  consider  this  form  of 
transmission  unlikely  —  although  not  im¬ 
possible,  since  researchers  now  know  that 
menstrual  blood  is  as  highly  concentrated 
with  HIV  as  other  blood  in  the  body.  They 
either  believe  the  lesbians  had  another  risk 
factor,  or  consider  these  two  cases  to  be 
anomalies  and  assume,  for  example,  that  the 
women  performing  oral  sex  must  have  had 
obvious  sores  or  cuts  in  their  mouths  which 
came  into  contact  with  the  menstrual  blood. 

Many  feminist  AIDS  educators  tell  me 
they  are  less  concerned  about  dykes  contrac¬ 
ting  HIV  through  sex  with  a  woman  than 
they  are  about  the  impact  of  this  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  sex  lives.  Given  any  woman’s 
histories  of  incest  or  rape,  our  female 
socialization  to  be  passive,  and  many  les¬ 
bians  internalized  homophoia,  they  fear 
that  AIDS  concerns  will  provide  another 
disincentive  for  being  sexual  at  all. 

Ribble’s  focus  differs.  She  pointed  out, 
“In  1985  they  [the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  (CDC)  and  public  health  officials]  said 
women  couldn’t  get  AIDS,  and  now  over 
8,000  women  have  AIDS.  What  about  les¬ 
bians?”  She  has  worked  extensively  with  the 
clients  cited  and  strongly  believes  they  have 
no  other  risk  factor  (one  lesbian  did  have  in¬ 
tercourse  with  a  bisexual  man,  but  he  has 
tested  negative  three  times  at  Ribble’s 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


♦ 

WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 

A  United  Way  Agency 


A*  U  S  /  C 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


min 

SHU 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


H.A.W.C.  (Help  for  Abused  Women  8c  Their  Children) 

PRESENTS... 

GIRLS’  NIGHT  OUT 

with  Special  Guest 

PATTY  LARKIN 

In  A  Benefit  Performance: 

Thursday,  May  11,  1989-7:00  p.m. 

At... 

The  Salem  State  College  Theater,  Layfayette  St.,  Salem,  MA 
Tickets  Available  At:  H.A.W.C.,  9  Crombie  St.,  Salem; 
Nightstage/Secrets  Box  Office;  Out-of-Town  Tickets;  Concert 
Charge;  at  Door.  $12/adv.  or  $1 5/door 
For  information:  508/744-8552 


This  poem  and  interview  continue  GCN ’s  tribute  to  Joseph  Beam,  the  late  editor  of  In 
The  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Male  Anthology  (Alyson,  Boston,  1986).  Beam  died  of  heart 
failure  attributed  to  A  IDS  at  the  end  of  last  year,  just  a  few  days  before  his  34th  birth¬ 
day.  Other  memories  of  the  life  and  work  of  this  literary  activist  appear  in  GCN,  Vol.  16, 
issues  dated  February  5,  12,  and  19,  1989. 

A  t  the  time  of  his  death.  Beam  had  been  at  work  on  a  second  anthology  of  new  writings  by 
Black  gay  men  —  to  be  called  Brother  to  Brother.  His  mother,  Dorothy  Beam,  is  currently 
accepting  manuscripts  to  complete  the  volume,  which  will  be  edited  be  Essex  Hemphill  with 
assistance  from  Barbara  Smith.  The  deadline  for  submissions  is  June  30,  1989,  although 
there  may  be  an  extension.  Manuscripts  may  be  up  to  5000  words,  should  include  an  SASE, 
and  should  be  sent  to:  Dorothy  Beam,  P.O.  Box  30024,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103.  For  more 
information,  call  215/877-5070. 

Giovanni 's  Room,  the  Philadelphia  lesbian /gay  and  feminist  bookstore  where  Joe  Beam 
worked,  will  display  a  visual  memorial  to  him  during  the  month  of  June.  All  photos,  draw¬ 
ings,  paintings  and  framed  writings  will  be  considered  and  should  be  received  no  later  than 
May  25.  Send  to  Giovanni’s  Room,  345  South  12th  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  For  more 
information,  call  215/923-2960. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Loving  fiercely,  in  the 
family  way 

An  interview  with  Joseph  Beam  about  the  influence  of 
Audre  Lorde  and  the  publication  of  In  The  Life 


By  Jennifer  Abod 

The  following  are  excerpts  from  a  1987  in¬ 
terview  with  Joseph  Beam. 

I  used  to  live  in  a  Black  neighborhood  and 
my  next  door  neighbors  would  be  sitting  on 
the  porch  on  a  Saturday  night  and  I  would 
be  looking  just  fabulous  going  to  the  disco. 
And  they  would  say,  “Look  at  that  faggot.” 
And  I  say,  I  say,  “Listen,  I  pay  my  rent  and 
it’s  my  car  that  I’m  getting  into  —  now  you 
can  sit  there  and  smoke  reefer  and  plait  hair 
if  you  want  to.  I’m  not  bothering  you,  you 
don’t  bother  me.”  And  so,  I  don’t  really 
care  who  knows  or  what  they  say. 

Maybe  now  that  I’m  doing  some  very  public 
readings,  people  may  show  up  and  say, 
“You’re  an  abomination  to  God.”  But  one 
of  the  things  that  Audre  says  is  that  the  more 
you  claim  of  yourself,  and  speaK  of,  the  less 
fodder  your  enemies  have  to  use.  So,  as  an 
out  Black  gay  man,  there  are  really  very  few 
ways  that  an  enemy  can  hurt  me.  What  are 
they  going  to  do  —  go  around  and  tell 
everybody  that  I’m  gay?  I  think  that  weapon 
is  used  against  people,  to  silence  them,  to 
make  them  afraid,  to  make  them  invisible. 
That’s  happened  with  Black  women  — 
“Okay,  we’re  going  to  tell  everyone  you’re  a 
lesbian.”  But  if  you  tell  everyone  you’re  a 
lesbian,  there’s  no  deal.  And  you  go  on  and 
do  the  work  that  you’re  supposed  to. 

In  Audre’s  work  —  which  scares  people  — 
she  puts  it  all  out  front:  “I’m  a  socialist,  I 
have  a  white  lover,  I  write  poetry,  I’ve  got 
two  children,  etc”  —  she  puts  it  in  the  first 
paragraph.  There’s  nothing  else  for  you  to 
do  but  listen.  Donald  Woods,  who  has  been 
a  student  of  Audre’s,  wrote  a  poem  for  her 
which  is  in  In  the  Life'.  It’s  called  “Sister 
Lesbos.”  It  goes, 

With  the  smell  of  last  night’s  love  on  our 
lips 

our  paths  collide 

Sister  Lesbos  seeking  new  love. 

Gold  studs  in  the  square  of  your  ears 
boots  like  mine 

I  call  you  sister  distinctly,  loudly 
We  are  family  of  a  real  kind 
fruits  of  the  flower  pushed  sun-ward 
through  wide  cracks  in  concrete. 

March  on  sister,  giving  brothers  poems 
and  your  sisters  that  warm  love. 

What  we’ve  shared 
is  the  strength 
to  be  apart 
what  we  seek 
is  the  strength 
to  be  together. 

Liberation  to  love  ourselves 
fiercely,  in  the  family  way. 

Almost  every  piece  in  In  The  Life  in  some 
way  relates  to  either  our  familial  families  or 
the  family  of  the  Black  community  or  the 
family  of  the  Black  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  are  looking  at  ourselves  in  rela¬ 
tionship  to  other  people;  we’re  not  consider¬ 
ing  our  lives  in  a  vacuum.  Which  is  perhaps 
a  little  bit  different  from  the  writings  that 
have  come  down  from  white  gay  men.  I 
think  white  gay  men  say,  “Well,  it’s  okay, 
we  have  this  cultural  kind  of  thing  in 
Manhattan  or  San  Francisco”  and  they’re 
not  necessarily  talking  about  the  families 
they’ve  come  from. 

There’s  also  a  lot  of  anger  in  the  book  and 
perhaps  a  lot  of  pain,  but  I  think  the  pain  is 
very  useful.  It’s  a  purging,  an  exorcism,  just 


letting  the  pain  go  and  moving  on  to 
something  else.  I’ve  gotten  wonderful, 
wonderful  letters  from  men  all  over  the 
country  saying  how  touched  they’ve  been 
and  it’s  very  empowering  for  me  to  receive 
those  words.  Let  me  read  something  from 
my  essay  “Brother  to  Brother:  Words  from 
the  Heart.”  It  opens  with  a  quote  from 
Audre  Lorde  from  “Black  Women,  Hatred, 
and  Anger”  (Sister  Outsider,  Crossing 
Press,  Freedom,  Calif.,  1984).  She  says, 

I  know  the  anger  that  lies  inside  of  me  like 
I  know  the  beat  of  my  heart  and  the  taste 
of  my  spit.  It  is  easier  to  be  angry  than  to 
hurt.  Anger  is  what  I  do  best.  It  is  easier  to 
be  furious  than  to  be  yearning,  easier  to 
crucify  myself  in  you  than  to  take  on  the 
threatening  universe  of  whiteness  by  ad¬ 
mitting  that  we  are  worth  wanting  each 
other. 

My  essay  starts  with, 

I,  too,  know  anger.  My  body  contains  as 
much  anger  as  water.  It  is  the  material 
from  which  I  have  built  my  house:  blood 
red  bricks  that  cry  in  the  rain.  It  is  what 
pulls  my  tie  and  gold  chains  taut  around 
my  neck,  fills  my  penny  loafers  and  my 
Nikes;  molds  my  Calvins  and  gray  flannels 
to  my  torso.  It  is  the  face  and  posture  I 
show  the  world.  It  is  the  way,  sometimes 
the  only  way,  I  am  granted  an  audience.  It 
is  sometimes  the  way  I  show  affection.  I 
am  angry  because  of  the  treatment  I  am  af¬ 
forded  as  a  Black  man.  That  fiery  anger  is 
stoked  additionally  with  the  fuels  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  despisal  shown  me  by  my  com¬ 
munity  because  I  am  gay.  I  cannot  go 
home  as  who  1  am. 

I  have  some  anger  around  being  a  gay  man 
and  going  back  to  the  Black  community  and 
people  saying,  “Well,  you  don’t  exist  and  we 
don’t  want  to  be  bothered  with  you.  It’s  im¬ 
moral,  you’re  spreading  disease,  etc,  etc.”  I 
have  a  lot  of  anger  because  I  know  that  cer¬ 
tainly  a  lot  of  men  in  the  past  who  have  done 
very  wondrous  things  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  have  been  gay  men.  The  principal 
organizer  of  the  1963  March  on  Washington 
was  a  Black  gay  man.  But  people  really 
didn’t  want  to  hear  that;  sexual  orientation 
is  not  germane  to  the  discussion. 

1  have  a  lot  of  anger,  too,  around  the  kinds 
of  things  that  happen  in  the  white  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  terms  of  inclusivity.  We’ve  had  a 
lot  of  these  discussions  before  about  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  different  people,  but  the  words 
that  come  out  of  our  mouths  aren’t 
necessarily  connected  to  the  deeds  that  peo¬ 
ple  are  doing.  As  one  friend  of  mine  said, 
“It’s  really  hard  to  be  a  conscious  Black  per¬ 
son  in  this  country  and  not  be  angry.”  So, 
the  struggle  that  I  have  is:  how  do  I  use  that 
anger,  how  do  I  not  turn  it  in  on  myself? 
And  so  I  write,  that’s  what  keeps  me  sane 
and  hopefully  keeps  me  off  of  the  tops  of 
buildings  with  machine  guns.  There’s  a  way 
for  me  to  express  my  anger.  I  think  that 
most  of  the  things  that  I  write  are  kind  of 
angry.  They’re  kind  of  quiet,  but  the 
underlying  feel  of  them  is  one  of  anger.  Cer¬ 
tainly  I  want  to  try  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  other  Black  men  through  the  words  that  I 
write. 

I  keep  thinking  I’m  going  to  write  this  piece 
called  “Toward  a  language  of  liberation,” 
because  I  think  there  are  a  lot  of  denigrating 
things  that  gay  men,  perhaps  particularly 
Black  gay  men  in  this  instance,  say.  There’s 
the  whole  notion  of  “Miss  Thing”  —  “Oh, 
Continued  on  page  9 


For  Joseph  Beam 

Dear  Joe 

if  you  have  ever  tried  to  reach  me 
and  I  could  not  hear  you 
these  words  are  in  place  of  the  dead  air 
still  between  us. 
—  from  Morning  Is  A  Time  For  Miracles 

How  many  other  dark  young  men  at  33 
left  a  public  life  becoming  legend 
the  mysterious  connection 
between  who  we  murder 
and  who  we  mourn? 

I  notice  everyone  here 
likes  their  blossoms 
permanent 

the  flowers  around  your  casket 
will  never  die 

preserved  without  error 
in  the  crystal  between  our  lashes 
they  will  never  slam  down  the  phone 
in  our  jangled  ears 
or  call  us  to  account  at  3:30AM 
for  our  silence  or  refuse  to  answer 
or  say  get  away  from  me 
this  is  my  way 

or  say  we  are  wrong  prejudiced  lazy 

deluded  cowardly  insignificant  faint 

or  say  fuck  seven  times  in  one  sentence 

when  the  circumstance  of  our  lives  becomes  so  chaotic 

words  fly  away  like  drunken  buzzards 

or  say  we  might  fail 

or  say 

we  might  fail  but  that’s  no  reason 

to  stop  to  miss  a  beat 

and  the  tinny  jukebox  music 

comes  up  through  the  floor  of  our  shoes 

Nobody’s  going  to  lean  too  heavily  on  your  flowers 

or  lick  the  petals  of  the  lavendar  gladiola 

for  a  hint  of  moisture 

wilting  it  with  a  whiskey  blast 

or  threatening  the  faint-hearted  with  a  handshake 

or  a  bottle  of  beer. 

In  the  side  pews 

there  are  always  ghosts  who  resemble 

our  brothers  past  and  future 

who  say  they  were  also  our  lovers  but  they  lie 

terror  caught  in  their  throats  like  a  lump  of  clay 

the  taxi  is  waiting  to  take  them  back  out 

to  the  sunshine 

a  pale  refugee  from  a  nameless  country 
hawks  wired  roses  from  stool  to  stool 
at  the  Pathmark  Pharmacy 
down  the  street 

a  drag-queen  with  burgundy  long-johns 
and  a  dental  dam  in  his  mouth 
is  buying  a  straight-razor. 

.,r  »rr> 

March  7,  1989 
AUDRE  LORDE 


Joe  Beam 
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Simon  Watney 

‘No  time  for 
philosophical  niceties’ 

An  interview  with  British  AIDS  activist  Simon  Watney 


By  Michael  Bronski 

imon  Watney  was  bom  in  South  Lon¬ 
don  in  1949.  His  parents  were  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  Labour  Party  politics  and 
from  an  early  age  politics  were  an  integral 
part  of  his  life.  He  attended  the  University 
of  Sussex  and  University  of  London  and  for 
the  last  ten  years  has  taught  photography 
and  film  at  the  Polytechnic  in  London. 
Simon  has  been  involved  with  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  work  since  1970  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Gay  Left  Collective  from  1975  to  1980. 
He  has  spent  most  of  his  time  since  1985 
working  on  AIDS  education  and  AIDS 
organizing  and  is  the  author  of  Policing 
Desire:  AIDS,  Pornography,  and  the  Media 
(Univ.  of  Minnesota  Press,  1987). 

1  interviewed  Simon  last  July  when  he  was 
in  Boston  for  the  10th  National  and  second 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference. 

Q:  You  speak  of  a  U.  S.  AIDS  epidemic  as 
distinct  from  a  European  one.  Are  there 
parallels  between  the  British  and  U.  S.  forms 
of  AIDS  organizing? 

A:  I’d  have  to  answer  that  question  in 
several  ways.  To  begin  with,  many 
Americans  fail  to  recognize  the  significance 
of  the  fact  that  the  American  AIDS 
epidemic  is  running  its  terrible  course  some 
four  to  five  years  in  advance  of  various 
European  epidemics.  It  is  very  important 
that  we  remember  that  there  is  not,  in  fact, 
one  global,  single  AIDS  epidemic  but  rather 
a  multitude  of  epidemics.  Each  works  on  a 
different  time  scale  and  affects  different 
population  groups. 

This  is  strictly  parallel  to  the  time  delay 
factor  between  HIV  infection  and  the 
clinical  diagnosis  of  AIDS,  which  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  calculate  is 
eight  years.  It  is  as  common  in  Britain  as  it  is 
in  America  for  people  not  to  understand 
that  the  AIDS  statistics  they  read  in  the 
paper  reflect  sexual  behaviors  of,  on  the 
average,  eight  years  ago.  Currently,  in 
England,  we  have  about  2000  AIDS  cases  — 
84  percent  of  which  are  gay  men.  Thus  it  is 
all  too  easy  for  the  average  person  to  view 
AIDS  as  the  “gay  plague”,  a  phrase  which  is 
commonly  used  in  the  press. 

The  response  in  Britain,  as  in  the  United 
States,  began  with  those  most  immediately 


affected:  PWAs  and  their  friends  and  loved 
ones.  It  is  important  to  remember,  however, 
that  Britain  lacks,  almost  completely,  the 
basic  street-level  civil  rights  self-confidence, 
which  has  significantly  informed  communi¬ 
ty  responses  in  the  U.S.  In  Britain,  gay  self¬ 
esteem  is  much  more  narrowly  restricted  to  a 
few  urban  areas,  specifically  London.  For 
example,  in  Bristol,  a  city  the  size  of  San 
Francisco,  there  is  only  one  small  gay  bar 
and  one  small  club  (which  has  a  late  night 
license)  so  that  men  having  sex  with  men 
simply  do  not  have  access  to  what 
Americans  take  for  granted  as  a  gay  culture. 

On  top  of  this,  Britain  remains  a  far  more 
explicitly  homophobic  society  than  even  the 
U.S..  Section  28,  which  aims  to  prevent  local 
government  funding  for  all  lesbian  and  gay 
groups,  has  produced  a  tremendous  sense  of 
outrage  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
as  well  as  among  its  friends.  But  it  would  be  so 
naive,  extremely  so,  to  suppose  that  Section  28 
does  not  possess  the  full  and  knowing  con¬ 
sent  of  the  “general  population.” 

AIDS  organizations  in  Britain  are  widely 
held  to  be  guilty  of  promoting  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  This  is  only  possible  because  the  picture 
of  human  sexuality  which  dominates  British 
popular  culture  is  aggressively  heterosexual 
and  unable  to  address  the  complexity  of  liv¬ 
ed  sexual  experience  in  all  of  its  actual  diver¬ 
sity.  You  see  the  same  thing  —  although  in  a 
different  form  —  in  the  States  —  with  Larry 
Kramer’s  call  for  the  “right”  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  marry  members  of  the  same 
gender.  While  this  is  perhaps  an  understand¬ 
able  demand,  it  is  also  very  dangerous 
since  it  quite  uncritically  buys  into  the  very 
potent  set  of  institutions  and  fantasies 
which  have  always  served  to  oppress  us. 
Rather  than  accept  “marriage”  and  the 
“family,”  we  should  be  actively  working  to 
enlarge  people’s  conceptions  of  the  ways  in 
which  sexual  and  erotic  pleasure  function  in 
our  lives  and  relationships. 

Any  effective  organizing  and  education 
must  be  based  on  real  and  deeply 
understood  perceptions  of  how  gay  men, 
and  others,  live  their  lives.  In  both  Britain 
and  the  U.S.  this  move  to  assimilation  only 
prevents  an  understanding  of  how  gay  peo¬ 
ple  really  live  and  thus  hinder  getting  out  in¬ 
formation  to  people  who  need  it. 


Q:  How  have  Thatcher’s  policies  actually  af¬ 
fected  AIDS  education  in  Britain? 

A:  In  the  last  15  years  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  worked  closely  with  local  authorities  to 
provide  communities  with  child  care 
centers,  community  centers,  programs  for 
the  elderly  and  so  on.  It  is  these  local 
authorities  which  would  have  provided 
perfect  structures  for  establishing  AIDS 
education  programs,  but  these  are  exactly 
the  groups  which  Thatcher  has  either 
abolished  or  enfeebled.  What  we  do  have 
are  state-financed  AIDS  organizations,  such 
as  the  AIDS  Department  of  the  National 
Health  Educational  Authority.  And  because 
they  are  under  the  Thatcher  government 
thumb,  they  are  encouraged  to  promote 
education  programs  only  for  school 
children,  teenagers  and  so  on.  But  not  those 
most  affected  —  gay  men  —  since  that 
would  be  an  open  invitation  to  the  charge  of 
“promoting  homosexuality.” 

And  there  are  even  problems  at  this  inept 
level  of  education.  The  government- 
financed  “Teaching  About  AIDS”  educa¬ 
tion  pack  —  which  had  been  tested  in  30 
schools  —  was  recently  scrapped  (after 
publication  and  at  a  cost  of  $250,000) 
because  it  failed  to  prescribe  celibacy  for 
teenagers  and  because  it  listed,  amongst  its 
resources,  such  groups  as  the  Black  lesbian 
and  gay  teenage  group.  Heaven  forbid  that 
any  red-blooded  17-year-old  in  Britain 
should  learn  of  the  existence  of  such  a  sick, 
degenerate  recruitment  organization  for 
teen  sodomy.  Local  authorities  throughout 
Britain  have  employed  full-time  profes¬ 
sional  AIDS  educators  for  more  than  two 
years.  AIDS  has  been  largely  taken  away 
from  the  communities  which  are  living  the 
epidemic  and  has  been  conceptualized  and 
managed  by  institutions  which  are  very 
vulnerable  to  the  moral  agenda  of  That¬ 
cherism.  This  is  a  difficult,  sometimes  near¬ 
ly  impossible  situation  for  politically  leftist 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  work  within. 

When  it  comes  to  the  volunteer  sector,  we 
have  not  suffered  from  what  might  be 
described  as  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
syndrome,  in  other  words,  overlooking  the 
needs  of  the  sero-positive  population.  AIDS 
education  and  support  services  in  Britain 
have  proceeded  from  the  general  principle 
that  there  are  three  levels  of  action:  first,  the 
prevention  of  transmission  within  and  be¬ 
tween  different  population  groups;  second, 
the  support  of  people  with  HIV  and  related 
conditions;  and  third,  the  support  of  people 
who  have  full-blown  AIDS.  Focusing  only 
on  the  third  group,  as  some  U.S.  groups 
have,  undercuts  any  efforts  at  education. 

Q:  As  a  British  AIDS  educator  and  activist, 
what  do  you  think  about  the  situation  here 
in  the  States? 

A:  1988  has  demonstrated  throughout  the 
U.S.  that  state  government  can  offer  con¬ 
fidentiality  on  a  silver  platter  as  a  screen 
behind  which  any  amount  of  basically  coer¬ 
cive  and  punitive  policies  can  be  advanced. 
AIDS  is  still  not  in  the  foreground  of  the 
American  political  consciousness.  The  gay 
community  is  still  sadly  caught  up  in  distrac¬ 
ting  leadership  struggles  and  gay  presses  in 
the  U.S.  have  still  hardly  begun  to  register 
the  actual  day-to-day  transformation  of  the 
experience  of  living  through  the  epidemic 
for  gay  men. 

And  AIDS  education  in  the  U.S.  seems  to 
be  modeled  on  the  very  specific  experiences 
of  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  New 
York.  We  have  to  realize  that  a  campaign 
designed  for  a  mostly  male,  gay,  and  white 
community  in  New  York  may  not  be  very 
useful  for  a  gay  man  in  a  small  Southern 
town  or  a  Black  lesbian  mother  of  two  in 
New  Mexico. 

Q:  What  does  this  say  about  U.  S.  and  British 
visions  of  what  a  gay  community  might  or 
could  be? 

A:  Well,  as  I  was  saying  at  the  health  con¬ 
ference,  we  are  a  microcosm  rather  than  a 
minority  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word.  We 
can  choose  to  be  seen  as  a  minority, 
analogous,  say,  with  ethnic  groups,  only  at 
the  cost  of  ditching  the  larger  political  criti¬ 
que  of  patriarchal  power  which  I  unders¬ 
tand  to  be  the  tradition,  the  major  strength, 
of  gay  liberation.  This  minority  self-image 
neatly  fits  into  the  assimilationist  paradigm 
which  is  increasingly  popular  with  young, 
well-educated  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the 
U.S.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  politics  have  to 
proceed  from  a  frank  acknowledgment  of 
the  actual  mobility  and  diversity  of  sexual 
desire,  behavior  and  identity. 

This  is  why  I  have  some  doubts  of  the 
wisdom  of  an  overly  literal  project  rooted  in 


the  notion  of  “positive  images.”  There  is  a 
real  risk  here  that  we  would  end  up  replacing 
the  stupid  and  grotesque  stereotypes  of  the 
past  with  equally  over-generalized  and  over¬ 
simplified  pictures  of  what  it  might  mean  to 
be  a  lesbian  or  a  gay  man.  We  are  not  plastic 
saints  and  our  communities  cannot  simply 
be  reflected  within  single  images,  or  for  that 
matter,  single  films  or  novels. 

We  do  not  do  justice  to  ourselves,  or 
anyone,  by  retreating  into  fantasies  of 
heroic  and  upright  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Q:  What  do  you  think  of  relations  between 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  this  time  in  both  the 
U.S.  and  Britain? 

A:  To  begin  with  we  must  avoid  any  tempta¬ 
tion  to  think  of  either  lesbians  or  gay  men  as 
unified  groups.  They  simply  aren’t,  either 
historically,  geographically  or  in  terms  of 
political  culture.  That  said,  it  is  vital  to 
remember  that  lesbians  have  been  actively 
involved  in  AIDS  service  organizations  since 
the  very  beginning.  It’s  my  impression  that 
the  first  lesbians  involved  in  both  countries 
were  urban  dykes  who  had  always  socialized 
closely  with  gay  men;  women  who  came  to 
feminism  (if  at  all)  via  their  sexuality,  rather 
than  the  other  way  around. 

It  seems  very  significant  to  me  that  large 
numbers  of  American  lesbian  feminists  got 
involved  in  AIDS  work  after  seeing  the  anti¬ 
pornography  work  of  Andrea  Dworkin  and 
Catherine  MacKinnon  and  the  formation  of 
the  Meese  Commission.  For  many  women 
that  seemed  to  be  a  clear  demarcating  line  for 
their  concept  of  community. 

In  the  U.S.  you  see  much  more  of  a  work¬ 
ing  relationship  between  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  American  readers  should  realize 
that  radical  and  revolutionary  feminism  are 
far  stronger  in  Britain  than  over  here  and 
that  feminism  is  widely  associated  in  Britain 
with  separatism.  You  need  only  to  look  at 
what  happens  to  British  separatists  if  they 
come  to  live  here  for  any  length  of  time  — 
they  almost  always  drop  the  separatist  line. 
We  need  to  recognize  that  many  lesbians, 
especially  in  Britain,  but  here  also,  regard 
AIDS  as  a  self-inflicted  condition  amongst 
gay  men.  At  a  mild  extreme  this  comes  out 
as  “regret”  that  AIDS  work  is  distracting 
attention  away  from  other  important  issues 
such  as  rape  and  child  abuse.  This  seems  to 
me  to  be  directly  and  immediately 
homophobic,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
any  lesbian  or  gay  man  should  be  expected 
to  work  with  anyone  who  is  unwilling  or 
unable  to  accept  the  enormity  and  absolute 
centrality  of  the  epidemic  in  ALL  our  lives 
right  now. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  obvious  —  and 
deeply  inspiring  —  that  the  Washington 
March  in  October  ’87  and  the  British 
response  to  Section  28  last  year,  have  united 
more  lesbians  and  gay  men  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  the  modern  gay  movement. 
We  cannot  afford  to  rely  on  a  tired  fantasy 
of  some  “natural”  unity  of  interests  bet¬ 
ween  lesbians  and  gay  men.  AIDS 
demonstrates  only  too  clearly  the  ways  in 
which  the  political  forces  of  the  New  Right’s 
policies  are  targeted  at  us  all,  as  if  we  were 
indeed  expressions  of  one  another  —  like 
Platonic  beings  in  the  warped  and  fearful 
imaginings  of  the  dominant  political  un¬ 
conscious  of  these  times. 

This  said,  we  have  to  be  much,  much 
more  confident  in  our  dealings  with  the  likes 
of  Sheila  Jeffries  and  Celia  Kitzinger,  and 
other  feminists  who  would  deny  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  sexuality  in  people’s  lives.  Sadly, 
feminist  women  are  not  immune  to  the 
damage  patriarchy  causes  or  the  long  legacy 
of  puritanism  it  steeps  us  in. 

This  is  no  time,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be 
debating  the  finer  points  of  philosophical 
niceties  of  the  concept  of  consent  in  relation 
to  people’s  chosen,  and  unambiguously 
stated,  sexual  preferences.  If  we  cannot  ac¬ 
cept  the  diversity  of  our  own  constituency, 
how  the  hell  are  we  supposed  to  expect  other 
people  to  accept  homosexuality  at  all? 
Especially  at  a  time  when  powerful  forces  in 
both  the  state  and  civil  society  seem  only  too 
eager  to  refuse  their  consent  to  our  con¬ 
tinued  existence  on  this  planet.  □ 
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Fred  Small 


Fine  kettle  of  fish,  part  II 

Flor  de  Cana,  Patricia  Shih  and  Fred  Small 


By  Caroline  Foty 

hree  fine  albums  from  Flying  Fish, 
major  label  of  progressive  music,  ar¬ 
rived  in  my  mailbox  earlier  this  year. 

Flor  de  Calfa:  IMuevete! 

This  seven-member  Boston-area  band 
performs  the  infectious  Nueva-Cancion-de- 
los-gringos  made  famous  by  Sabia.  Drawing 
mostly  on  songs  by  Latin  composers  (from 
Cuba,  Nicaragua,  Venezuela,  Argentina, 
and  Peru),  they  bring  authentic  New  Song 
to  American  audiences. 

In  terms  of  arrangements  and  perfor¬ 
mance,  the  album  is  somewhat  uneven.  Par¬ 
ticularly  excellent  are 
“El  Sombrero 
Azul/The  Blue  Hat,” 
in  which  Rosemarie  Straijer-Amador  and 
Sue  Kalt  sing  lively  and  accurate  harmonies 
over  a  powerful  rhythm;  and  “Alla  Viene 
Un  Corazon/Here  Comes  A  Sweetheart,” 
whose  compelling  call-and-response  and 
cross-accented  rhythms  are  marred  only  by 
the  fact  that  the  men  don’t  sing  as  well  as  the 
women  they  answer.  On  the  minus  side, 
“Banana”  may  really  be  a  song  from 
Nicaragua,  but  it  left  me  vaguely  uncomfor¬ 
table,  as  if  they’d  recorded  the  pseudo- 
Puerto  Rican  “(I  Like  To  Be  In)  America” 
from  West  Side  Story.  In  general,  because 
of  the  disparity  in  singing  ability,  the  songs 
that  focus  on  the  women’s  voices  are  more 
successful. 

The  album’s  most  mesmerizing  moment 
comes  when  Rosemarie  Straijer-Amador 
sings  “Si  Buscabas/If  You  Were  Looking,” 
a  ballad  by  Nicaraguan  composer  Salvador 
Cardenal.  Her  voice  is  clear  and  strong,  and 
builds  powerfully  to  the  song’s  emotional 
conclusion. 

Given  its  relatively  greater  authenticity, 
why  is  this  album  marginally  less  satisfying 
than  those  of  Sabia?  Besides  the  inconsis¬ 
tency  of  vocal  abilities,  repeated  listening 
suggested  that  the  percussion  seems  de- 
emphasized.  Certainly  the  wonderful, 
distinctive  sounds  of  cowbells,  claves,  and 
bombo  are  there;  perhaps  engineering 
limitations  rather  than  mixing  decisions 
caused  them  to  seem  somewhat  muted,  thus 
reducing  the  potency  of  that  particularly 
Latin  ingredient. 

Music  like  that  of  Flor  de  Cana  and  Sabia 
ultimately  serve  two  purposes:  besides  de¬ 
lighting  us  in  its  own  right,  it  motivates  us  to 
seek  out  the  work  of  Latin  American  bands 
like  Guadabarranco  and  Quilapayun. 

Patricia  Shih:  Leap  of  Faith 

I  confess  that  I  had  never  heard  of  this 
woman:  although  she  is  a  veteran  of  more 
than  20  years  as  a  folksinger,  she  has  only 
now  released  her  first  album.  We  should  be 
glad  she  did.  She  plays  recorder,  guitar, 
piano,  porcelain  spoons,  Chinese  flower 
drum,  and  marxophone  (electric  hammer 
dulcimer).  And  she  sings  like  an  angel,  with 
a  voice  that’s  clear  and  fresh-sounding  and 
can  express  shadings  of  humor  and  irony  as 
she  sings  of  ableism,  the  generation  gap, 
Amerasian  children,  and  reproductive 
choice. 

To  the  beat  of  the  flower  drum,  “Mother- 
In-Law’s  Lament”  catalogues  the  “incom¬ 
prehensible”  behavior  of  today’s  women 
(John’s  wife  doesn’t  fix  his  dinner,  Tim  and 
his  girlfriend  don’t  want  to  get  married. 


James’s  wife  kept  her  own  name;  and  of 
course  “...my  son  Stan,  he’s  in  love  with 
another  man  —  It’s  bad  enough  that  he’s  a 
vegetarian...”),  and  ultimately  tells  us  what 
Mom  would  prefer: 

...last  little  brother,  I  hope  you  will  find  a 
girl  like  your  mother/Who  sacrificed  and 
slaved  for  another/instead  of  really  doing 
what  I’druther. 

“The  Choice,”  with  lovely  instrumenta¬ 
tion,  focuses  at  first  on  the  power  of  both 
new  love  and  its  mythology,  and  arrives  later 
at  the  conviction  that  when  reality  strikes,  a 
woman’s  body  is  her  own: 

Some  would  damn  with  a  lifetime  of  sor¬ 
row/ And  others  with  a  twisted  wire/I  will 
not  be  sentenced  by  others  who  judge/Or 
invoke  the  words  of  one  higher. 

My  favorite  is  “Two  Good  Legs,”  which 
points  out  that  sighted  eyes,  hearing  ears, 
and  walking  legs  don’t  make  you  superior, 
because  you  can  still  ignore  others,  refuse  to 
listen,  and  walk  all  over  people.  And  “Liv¬ 
ing  With  All  Hope”  is  to  be  recommended 
to  those  who  must  find  something  for  the 
massed  choirs  to  sing  at  the  next  festival  of 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Association  of  Chorus¬ 
es  or  the  People’s  Music  Network.  Shih  can 
turn  an  eloquent  phrase,  and  has  the  singing 
voice  to  make  her  points  with  elegant  subtle¬ 
ty. 

Fred  Small:  I  Will  Stand  Fast 

Fred  Small  bids  fair  to  stand  with  Pete 
Seeger  as  someone  who  epitomizes  progres¬ 
sive  folk  music  in  the  late  20th  century.  On 
this,  his  fourth  album,  nearly  every  song 
captures  the  attention  with  a  vivid  image 
and  a  powerful,  understated  lyric. 

This  album  does  not  try  to  ease  you  in. 
The  first  cut,  “The  Hills  of  Ayalon,”  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  a  conversation  recorded  at  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  Israel  where  Israeli  and  Palestinian 
young  people  live  and  work  together  and 
participate  in  workshops  to  learn  about  each 
other. 

If  we  met  on  the  sands  of  Sinai  under  a 
molten  sky/ And  you  held  me  in  your 
sights  and  looked  me  in  the  eye,/Whatn 
would  you  do?. ../I  would  shoot  you  dead. 

If  we  met  on  the  cliffs  of  Haramoun  stun¬ 
ned  by  the  rocket’s  flash/And  if  you 
found  my  heart  exposed  and  a  pistol  in 
your  grasp/What  would  you  do?. ../I 
would  take  you  prisoner,  hide  you  away, 
then  set  you  free. 

An  old  soldier  from  World  War  II  tells 
how,  at  the  very  end  when  the  allies  were 
pressing  through  Nazi-held  land  from  both 
east  and  west,  Americans  and  Russians  were 
desperately  grateful  to  meet  “At  the  Elbe,” 
and  so  to  him  the  cold  war  does  not  make 
sense.  “Denmark  1943”  paints  a  shadowed 
picture  of  Danes  resisting  Nazi  persecution 
of  Jews,  hiding  them  in  homes  and  smug¬ 
gling  them  to  Sweden  and  Norway.  “Every 
Man”  illuminates  the  ways  that  our  society 
brings  up  boys  to  be  violent  men. 

On  the  lighter  side,  Small  turns  headlines 
about  a  moose  in  Vermont  who  seemed  to 
be  courting  a  cow  into  a  spoof  of  intolerance 
toward  all  “unacceptable”  couples. 

Would  your  parents  watch  us  graze/Shake 
their  heads,  “It’s  just  a  phase.’VOr  would 
they  thank  the  stars  above/Their  precious 
heifer’s  found  her  love? 


music 


Or  would  you  sadly  break  it  off/When  all 
the  hillside  sneered  and  scoffed/“You 
know  those  moose  are  all  the 
same/They’re  lazy,  they’re  stupid,  they 
come  from  Maine.” 

Charming  rhymes  and  turns  of  phrase  make 
the  song  a  smile  from  beginning  to  end,  even 
if  you  aren’t  a  devotee  of  moose  (Beth  K., 
wherever  you  are,  this  one’s  for  you!) 

You’ll  barely  Finish  giggling,  when  “Scott 
and  Jamie”  will  have  you  in  tears.  Based  on 
the  infamous  Massachusetts  foster  care 
case,  it  reinforces  the  case’s  homophobic 
meaning  by  telling  us  of  the  pain  caused  not 
only  to  the  two  men  who  cared  so  much  for 
the  children,  but  to  the  beleagured  children 
themselves  who  had  begun  to  trust  their 
latest  home.  It  is  no  friend  of  ours  who 
abused  these  children  for  political  ends. 

Picked  up  Jamie  at  daycare/kids  were  run¬ 


ning  shouting  as  they  played/We  didn’t 
want  to  tell  him,  maybe  the  Governor 
could  have  explained/jamie  was  scream¬ 
ing  when  we  strapped  him  in  the  welfare 
car/David  said  “We  love  you”  and  they 
were  gone. 

The  album’s  sound  is  rich  and  deep,  re¬ 
producing  in  splendid  clarity  the  vocal  con¬ 
tributions  of  Cris  Williamson,  Mary  Chapin 
Carpenter,  and  Gordon  Bok,  and  the  in¬ 
strumental  work  of  John  McCutcheon  and 
Lorraine  Duisit  (of  Trapezoid),  among 
others. 

Small’s  oracular  delivery,  blending  ele¬ 
ments  of  speech  into  the  sung  line,  is  remi¬ 
niscent  of  Seeger  and  Woody  Guthrie.  We 
definitely  need  singers  like  them,  who  are 
committed  to  serious  political  reality,  and  to 
continuing  the  work  that  others  have  done 
for  decades.  Fred  Small  is  such  a  singer.  □ 


Lynn  Lavner  and  a  box  of 
Strait* s  Matzoh 

That  cornball  Jewish  leather  dyke 


Lynn  Lavner.  At  Club  Cabaret,  Boston.  April 
20-23.  Closed. 

By  Liz  Galst 

o  be  honest  with  you,  before  I  saw  her 
show,  I  didn’t  think  I  was  going  to  like 
Lynn  Lavner.  Maybe  it  was  that  the 
Jewish-identified  Lavner  had  her  press 
opening  on  the  night  of  the  second  Seder.  Or 
that  in  her  song  “Don’t  Wear  Leather  to  the 
Seder,”  Lavner  sings  blithely  about  her 
mother’s  requests  that  she  “cover  up  her  tat¬ 
too,”  ignoring  the  painful  legacy  tatooing 
conjures  up  for  many  Jews.  But  as  it  turns 
out,  I  was  almost  completely  charmed  by 
Lynn  Lavner.  Anybody  who  doesn’t  pass 
out  from  spending  an  hour-and-a-half 
under  hot  stage  lights  in  full  leather  regalia 
automatically  gets  two  points  in  my  book. 
Not  only  that,  her  show  at  Club  Cabaret  was 
spiced  full  of  the  kind  of  cornball  jokes  and 
anecdotes  I  live  for.  Her  upbeat  songs  re¬ 
minded  me  of  my  childhood  favorite,  Tom 
Lehrer.  And  she  even  brought  a  box  of 
Streit’s  Matzoh  with  her  on  stage. 

Lavner  is  the  kind  of  performer  whose 
stage  presence  adds  a  lot  to  her  music.  While 
I  wasn’t  completely  wowed  by  the  words  to 
her  song  “Politically  Correct,”  she  sang  it 
with  such  gusto,  I  couldn’t  help  but  get  in- 


Lynn  Lavner 


Volved.  “The  Seduction,”  a  melodramatic 
ditty  about  failed  love  and  being  out- 
butched,  would  work  well  in  one  of  those 
Carol  Burnett  Show  movie  send-ups.  Lav¬ 
ner  played  it  for  all  it  was  worth.  I  was  also 
pleased  to  discover  that  Lavner  and  I  seem 
to  share  a  dislike  of  cats,  as  evidenced  in  her 
song  about  a  woman  who  constantly  plays 
second  fiddle  to  her  lover’s  feline  friend. 
And  despite  my  aforementioned  reserva¬ 
tions  about  “Don’t  Wear  Leather  to  the 
Seder,”  it  was  a  joy  for  me,  in  my  self- 
imposed  exile  from  the  Big  Apple,  to  hear 
Lavner’s  strong  New  York  Jewish  accent. 
(According  to  Lavner,  it’s  the  song  “my 
mother  would  have  written  for  me,  if  my 
mother  could  write  songs,  and  if  there  were 
no  Mah  Jongg  game  that  day.”  Could  you 
just  die?) 

But  Lavner’s  talent  doesn’t  just  extend  to 
the  lighthearted,  kitschy  tunes  she  opened 
her  set  with.  Her  show  included  several 
touching  ballads.  I’m  sure  I  wasn’t  the  only 
one  in  Club  Cabaret  who  was  moved  to  tears 
by  “Such  Fine  Young  Men,”  a  tribute  to 
Lavner’s  friends  who’ve  died  of  AIDS,  and 
by  “Anne  Frank,”  which  Lavner  wrote 
after  visiting  the  Anne  Frank  house  in 


Amsterdam.  She  dedicated  “For  Everyone 
Who  Falls,”  a  song  about  our  lesbian  and 
gay  heroes  to  New  Yorker  Ed  Murphy,  who 
recently  died. 

Lavner  rounded  out  her  performance 
with  a  rollicking  celebration  of  “Older 
Women”  and  of  those  fashionable  queer 
sections  of  town,  in  “That  Festive  Little 
Neighborhood.”  I  have  to  say,  though,  that 
the  line  “It’s  a  lovely  little  ghetto;  it’s 
a  little  like  Soweto”  made  me  gag  and 
almost  renounce  my  good-feeling  about  the 
performer. 

So,  if  you  missed  her  when  she  was  here, 
or  didn’t  catch  her  performance  as  Emcee  of 
last  year’s  International  Mr.  Leather  con¬ 
test,  and  if  you  have  1 2  bucks  to  shell  out  for 
these  kind  of  things,  spend  an  evening  with 
Lynn  Lavner.  Even  bitchy  cynics  like  me 
won’t  be  disappointed.  □ 

Beam 

Continued  from  page  7 

Miss  Thing,  you  shouldn’t  have  done  that.” 
We  very  often  refer  to  ourselves  as  women.  I 
think,  on  the  one  hand,  we  have  a  need  to 
create  a  language  which  speaks  directly  to 
us.  On  the  other  hand,  it’s  a  way  of  really 
denigrating  women.  “Miss  Thing”  is  not  us¬ 
ed  necessarily  in  a  positive  way. 

But  I  think,  too,  when  I  call  a  good  male 
friend  my  “girlfriend,”  that’s  partly 
because  friendship  is  something  women  are 
allowed  and  supposed  to  have.  As  men, 
we’re  not  necessarily  supposed  to  have 
friendship,  nor  are  we  supposed  to  ap¬ 
preciate  it.  So,  it  takes  on  a  feminine  gender. 
But  there  are  some  problems  around  that. 
There’s  a  real  basic  fear  that  men  have  of 
other  men,  and  I  don’t  know  how  to  say  that 
any  better  than  just  simply  saying  it.  We 
very  often  do  turn  to  women  and  that’s 
something  obviously  that  we,  as  men,  need 
to  struggle  with  —  how  can  we  nurture  and 
support  and  really  listen  to  other  men? 

I  know  there  are  a  number  of  Black  gay 
men’s  support  groups  around  the  country 
that  are  beginning  to  talk  about  the  kinds  of 
nurturing  that  Black  men  can  give  other 
Black  men,  but  it’s  really  very  hard,  because 
it’s  a  gender  issue  and  it’s  not  really  related 
to  sexual  orientation. 

But  then,  that’s  one  of  the  charges  as  gays 
and  lesbians,  that  we  create  a  new  order, 
that  there  are  different  ways  for  us  to  relate. 
For  me,  some  of  the  excitement  of  a  same 
sex  relationship  is  that  the  terms  are 
egalitarian,  and  because  of  that,  very  ex¬ 
citing.  The  potential  there  is  very  large  to 
create  something  new. 

*  *  * 

I’m  so  proud  of  Joe  Beam  and  those  other 
Black  men  in  that  anthology  and  I  think  that 
Langston  Hughes  would  be,  too.  Yeah. 

—  Audre  Lorde,  from  an  interview 
with  Jennifer  Abod  in  late  ’86,  just  after  the 
publication  of  In  The  Life.  □ 
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Abortion 

Continued  from  page  I 

she  believes  the  same  right  that  prevents  the 
state  from  forcing  a  woman  to  have  an  abor¬ 
tion  might  also  guarantee  her  right  to  termi¬ 
nate  a  pregnancy.  O’Connor  is  considered 
by  many  legal  experts  to  hold  the  swing  vote 
on  the  Court  for  this  issue.  Antonin  Scalia, 
William  Rehnquist,  Byron  White  and  Ken¬ 
nedy  are  thought  to  be  against  abortion, 
while  John  Paul  Stevens,  Thurgood  Mar¬ 
shall,  Harry  Blackmun  and  William  Bren¬ 
nan  are  considered  in  favor. 

Scalia,  who,  like  O’Connor  and  Kennedy 
was  appointed  by  Ronald  Reagan,  question¬ 
ed  Frank  Susman,  attorney  for  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Health  Services,  about  fetal  rights.  “It’s 
very  hard  to  say  that  [abortion]  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  right  unless  you  determine  that  the 
organism  destroyed  is  not  a  human  life,”  he 
said. 

“That  is  a  question  verifiable  only  by 
reliance  upon  faith,”  replied  Susman. 

“I  agree  with  you  entirely,  but  what  con¬ 
clusion  does  that  lead  you  to?”  asked 
Scalia.  “That  there  must  be  a  fundamental 
right  on  the  part  of  the  woman  to  destroy 
this  thing  or,  rather,  that  [it]  is  a  matter  that 
you  vote  upon;  that  since  we  don’t  know  the 
answer,  people  have  to  make  up  their  minds 
the  best  they  can.” 

Susman  replied,  “When  you  have  an  issue 
that  is  so  divisive  and  so  emotional  and  so 
personal  and  so  intimate,  it  must  be  left  to 
the  individual  to  make  that  choice.  The  very 
debate  that  went  on  this  morning  outside 
this  building,”  he  continued,  referring  to 
the  day’s  demonstrations,  “is  the  same 
debate  that  every  woman  who  becomes 
pregnant  and  doesn’t  wish  to  be  pregnant 
has  with  herself.” 

After  the  completion  of  the  session,  Sarah 
Weddington,  one  of  the  two  lawyers  who 
argued  the  Roe  v.  Wade  case  before  the 
Court  in  1973,  emerged  from  the  Court¬ 
house  and  told  reporters  that  she  felt  reliev¬ 
ed.  “I  thought  the  Court  understood  the 
problems  with  the  Missouri  statute.  It  was 
also  pointed  out  that  if  you  define  abortion 
as  being  anything  after  conception,  the  most 
popular  forms  of  birth  control  cannot  be  us¬ 
ed,”  she  added.  Some  maintain  that  HJDs 
and  birth  control  pills  technically  induce 
abortions,  because  they  prevent  a  fertilized 
egg  from  becoming  viable.  Barrier  methods, 
like  condoms  and  diaphragms,  work  by 
preventing  conception.  Many  observers  of 
the  case  believe  that  the  Court  would  be 
reluctant  to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade  if  the 
right  to  use  birth  control  would  be  affected 
as  well. 

Molly  Yard,  president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  com¬ 
mented  further  on  the  connection.  “If  you 
do  away  with  abortion,  and  do  away  with 
birth  control,  women  are  going  to  become 
nothing  but  vessels  for  procreation.  And  if 
the  right  to  abortion  is  taken  away,  the  right 
to  birth  control  will  be  next,”  she  pronounc¬ 
ed,  noting  that  many  anti-abortion  activists 
are  also  opposed  to  birth  control.  Yard  and 
Weddington  both  made  connections  be¬ 
tween  a  woman’s  ability  to  make  her  own  re¬ 
productive  choices,  and  her  ability  to  attain 
economic  and  political  empowerment. 

Missouri’s  Webster,  however,  also  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  about  the  Court’s  reaction 
to  his  case,  and  added,  “You  have  to  ask 
yourself  why  we  are  standing  in  front  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  22nd  time  in  the  last 
18  years.  Obviously  ftoehasnot  resolved  the 
question  of  abortion.” 

Oral  arguments  in  the  streets 

The  demonstration  to  which  Susman  re¬ 
ferred  went  on  for  the  better  part  of  the  day. 
Activists  on  either  side  of  the  issue  often 
stood  cheek  to  jowl,  shouting  their  now- 
familiar  arguments  at  reporters,  and  at  each 
other.  Interviews  often  degenerated  into 
screaming  matches,  and  several  bizarre 
scenarios  ensued.  At  one  point  an  anti¬ 
abortion  demonstrator  waved  a  plastic  baby 
doll  in  a  woman’s  face.  “This  is  what  you're 
killing,”  he  shouted.  “It’s  a  plastic  doll,” 
the  exasperated  woman  replied,  grabbing  it 
away  from  him,  pulling  its  head  off,  and 
throwing  it  into  the  street. 

Roland  Causin,  a  29-year-old  salesman 
from  Louisiana,  told  GCN ,  “I’m  here 
because  1  was  drawn  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
There  is  no  fear.  Fear  comes  from  Satan.” 
He  stood  surrounded  by  women  wearing 
t-shirts  reading  “Sex  without  punishment,” 
and  “Your  laws  stop  where  my  skin  starts.” 
“Right-to-lifers”  mumbled  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  and  counted  on  rosaries,  while  pro¬ 
abortion  rights  activists  sang  "Keep  your 
eyes  on  the  prize”  and  shouted  "Two,  four, 
six.  eight,  you  can’t  make  us  procreate!” 
Operation  Rescue,  the  anti-abortion  group 


known  for  blockading  entrances  to 
women’s  health  centers,  did  not  put  in  an 
appearance. 

ACT  UP/New  York,  which  sent  hund¬ 
reds  of  activists  to  the  April  abortion  rights 
march  on  Washington  chanting,  “ACT  UP, 
we’re  here,  we’re  loud  and  rude,  pro-choice 
and  queer,”  organized  a  contingent  for  the 
April  26  demonstration  as  well.  Joined  by 
members  of  OUT,  a  similar,  Washington 
D.C. -based  group  and  several  other  activ¬ 
ists,  they  hurled  themselves  over  police  bar¬ 
ricades  at  about  9:30  a.m.,  a  half  hour 
before  oral  arguments  began  inside.  Some 
sat  down  on  the  plaza,  others  danced  a  can¬ 
can,  and  still  others  symbolically  charged 
the  Supreme  Court  steps,  before  being 
tackled  and  overtaken  by  Supreme  Court 
and  Metro  D.C.  Police.  Eighteen  women 
and  nine  men  were  arrested  and  charged 
with  unlawfully  entering  a  secured  area. 
They  were  each  fined  $100  and  released 
several  hours  later. 

Across  the  street  from  the  Courthouse, 
NOW  conducted  a  speak-out,  which  was 
considerably  more  orderly.  Among  those 
present  was  Judith  Widdicombe,  the 
founder  of  Reproductive  Health  Services  in 
Missouri,  and  currently  the  spokeswoman 
for  Voters  for  Choice,  a  pro-choice  political 
action  committee.  “The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  did  not  invent  abortion  in  1973,  nor  if 
they  outlaw  it  will  it  go  away.  The  question 
is  not  whether  or  not  there  will  be  abortion, 
but  whether  or  not  it  will  be  safe,  and  with  a 
level  of  human  dignity,”  she  told  GCN. 

Some  of  the  day’s  less  visible  tensions 
came  from  within  the  pro-abortion  rights 
ranks.  Members  of  NOW  and  NARAL,  the 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League, 
were  reluctant  to  accept  the  participation  of 
ACT  UP,  refusing  to  share  their  sidewalk 
space,  and  never  acknowledging  ACT  UP’s 
participation  in  the  day’s  demonstration. 
Widdicombe  was  circumspect  about  ACT 
UP’s  tactics.  “We  all  make  choices  about 
how  we  represent  ourselves  to  this  issue,  and 
1  support  people’s  choices.  That’s  what  this 
issue  is  all  about,”  she  said  of  the  arrests. 

Still,  Jill  Harris,  an  attornev  with  ACT 
UP  who  was  also  arrested,  was  downright 
angry  with  NOW.  “They  gave  us  no  support 
and  no  assistance  for  today’s  action.  They 
have  a  tremendous  stake  in  being  polite. 
They  think  that  if  they’re  not  seen  as  crazy 
or  a  fringe  group  that  their  views  will  be 
given  more  weight.” 

“1  don’t  think  that  [NOW  and  NARAL] 
are  willing  to  support  lesbians  on  our  own 
terms,”  continued  ACT  UP/NY  member 
Catherine  Saalfied,  outside  the  police  sta¬ 
tion  from  which  they  had  both  just  been 
released.  “NOW  will  allow  us  to  participate 
in  their  actions,  using  the  strategies  they 
choose,  but  when  we  come  in  and  say,  ‘this 
is  our  issue,  too,’  and  we  have  our  own 
focuses  and  strategies,  they  won’t  support 
us.  When  we  approached  them  to  use  their 
legal  picket  area  to  regroup  and  caucus  dur¬ 
ing  our  action  today,  they  said  ‘no.’” 

Saalfield  used  the  April  9  abortion  rights 
march  on  Washington  as  another  example 
of  NOW’s  lack  of  support,  saying  there  was 
a  “huge  turnout”  of  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
but  that  NOW  refused  to  acknowledge  their 
participation. 

Although  the  Supreme  Court  Justices 
voted  on  the  Webster  case  on  April  28,  the 
results  of  their  super-secret  ballot  will  not  be 
disclosed  until  their  written  opinions  are 
released,  probably  before  the  beginning  of 
July. 

Wattleton,  Planned  Parenthood’s  presi¬ 
dent,  told  GCN,  “If  the  Court  does  reverse 
Roe  v.  Wade,  it  will  by  no  means  be  a 
defeat.  It  will  simply  mean  that  the  battle 
will  move  to  a  different  arena.”  It  would  ac¬ 
tually  move  to  50  different  arenas:  state 
capitals  from  Honolulu  to  Sacramento  to 
Augusta.  Planned  Parenthood,  NARAL 
and  other  groups  are  already  preparing  to 
argue  for  abortion  rights  in  all  50  states,  and 
grassroots  activists  are  planning  strategies  to 
deal  with  the  elimination  of  legal  abortion. 

But  if  the  pro-abortion  rights  side  won’t 
consider  overturning  Roe  a  defeat,  the  anti¬ 
abortion  movement  would  certainly  see  it  as 
a  victory.  “The  Roe  v.  Wade  decision  did 
not  unite  this  country,  it  divided  this  coun¬ 
try,  because  the  Court  said  that  people  could 
not  make  a  decision  about  abortion  them¬ 
selves,  in  their  own  communities,”  said 
Samuel  Lee,  legislative  chairman  of  Mis¬ 
souri  Citizens  for  Life,  which  lobbied 
Missouri’s  legislature  for  the  passage  of  the 
statute  currently  in  dispute.  “The  best  way 
to  resolve  the  question  is  to  return  it  to  the 
people  to  decide.”  Just  which  people  get  to 
make  that  decision  remains  an  enormous 
source  of  contlict.  □ 
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You’ve  Lost  Yourself 

when  the  magic  of  love 
becomes  suffocating. .  .when 
you  live  only  for  your  partner 
. . .  when  you  have  no  need 
for  privacy  and  indepen¬ 
dence.  . .  when  you  forget 
who  you  used  to  be. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 
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New  York . $99RT 
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FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 


Presents 

An  Evening  of  Music,  Comedy,  and 
Remembrances 

aa 


Commemorating  Lambda’s  15th  Anniversary 

as  the  Nation’s  Oldest  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization 

Monday,  May  8th 
Town  Hall,  New  York,  New  York 


Donating  Their  Spectacular  Talents  are: 


The  American  Tap  Dance 
Orchestra 
Terry  Burrell 
Daugherty  &  Field 
Christopher  Durang  and 
Dawn 

Linda  Hart 

Ann  Hampton  Callaway 
Lavender  Light 


Priscilla  Lopez 
Lypsinka 
Monteith  &  Rand 
Andrea  Marcovicci 
Jaye  P.  Morgan 
Faith  Prince 
Everett  Ouinton 
Reno 


and  more! 


With  Special  Appearances  by  Rita  Mae  Brown, 

Dr.  Mathilde  Krim,  and  Liberty  Award  winners  Michael  Callen  and 

Gloria  Steinem 


Reserve  your  seats  now  for  the  performance  by  sending  your  check  for  $15,  $25,  or 
$75  per  person  (all  but  $15  tax-deductible)  to  LLDEF,  666  Broadway,  New  York,  NY 
10012.  A  special  pre-performance  reception  will  be  held  for  Patrons  (at  $150  per  per¬ 
son;  $110  tax -deductible)  and  Benefactors  ($500  per  person;  $460  tax-deductible). 
Call  Lambda  at  (212)  995-8585  for  more  information  or  to  receive  an  invitation. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  "Lambda  Legal  Defense"  or  "LLDEP  and  mail  to: 
Lambda,  666  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012. 
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THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
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617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
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1  800  424  -  7164  or  513  767  9199 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON  MA  02199 
(61 7(353-1  SIX) 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

jAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247  4861 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 


MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  |apanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat  .  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sia 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236  0365 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 

(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 

PRINTING 

SPOFEORD  HALL 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

Route  9A 

1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 

and 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

Spofford.  NH  03462 

Boston.  MA  02146 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 

94  Green  St 

(603)  363-4545 

739-7860 

Boston.  MA  02115 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

AUDITING/TAXES 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 

(Mental  Health,  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

524-6822 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

CONSULTATION  INC 

REAL  ESTATE 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

l86‘/i  Hampshire  St 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 

126  State  Street 

Cambridge  MA  02139 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 

Boston.  MA  02109 

876-4488 

232  Court  St. 

REAL  ESTATE 

523-1060 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

Full  Service  Brokerage 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 

(603)  436-7S88 

Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing. 

BICYCLES 

180  Cambridge  St. 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 

Janet  Decgan 

Boston.  M A  021 14 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 

726  Centre  St. 

FERRIS  WHEELS 

(617)  227-8353 

counseling  &  testing 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Bicycle  Shop 

Mental  Health  8  Substance 

(617)  522-0020 

64  South  Street 

Abuse  Counseling 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

RELIGIOUS 

617-522-7082 

|OURNEYWOMEN 

Offering  senisitve  well- 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 

AM  TIKVA 

SCHOOL 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 

1493  Cambridge  St. 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 

Somerville.  MA  02144 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

and  Gay  Jews 

868-3392 

776-9232 

Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

P  O  Box  II 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Rcpairs/Parts/Workspace 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 

Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

BOOKS 

596  Tremont  Street 

Boston.  MA  02118 

142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

Metropolitan  Community 

(617)  437-9643 

(617)  247-7555 

Church  of  Boston 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 

131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 

673  Boylston  Street 

health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 

Ctr..  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 

Boston,  MA  02108 

20  Sacramento  St. 

bian  community. 

Open  to  all 

(617)  267-3010 

Cambridge,  MA 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 

661-0248 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Gay  Community.  523-7664 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 

P.O.  Box  453 

WINGS  THERAPY 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 

South  Norwalk,  CT  06856- 

COLLECTIVE 

Housekeeping  Service 

Church 

National  gay  8  lesbian  book 

60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 

351  Boylston  St..  Boston 

club 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 

special  occasions 

(617)  227-5794 

876-8438 

776-2271 

Mass  every  Sun  5:30pm 

NEW  WORDS 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 

DENTISTRY 

INSURANCE 

Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Comm. 

186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

j.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 

Unitarian  Umversalist 

876-5310 

DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 

5S2  Columbus  Ave. 

Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 

of  Roxbury  —  Sun  1  lam 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 

(617)  437-9400 

Service  —  445-1277 

Books  of  Political  Struggle, 

364-SSOO 

Servicing  all  your  insurance 

at  Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 

South  Africa.  Central  America, 

JOHN  BARNA 

needs 

Sts  .  Rox  Crossing  T  Stop 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 

92  Green  St. 

790  Boylston  Street 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 

RESTAURANTS 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Boston.  MA  02199 

Congress  St. 

(617)  S22-I464 

353-ISOO 

P.O.  Box  1762 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DOG  TRAINING 

Boston.  Ma.  02105 

1-800-352-3185 

12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

(617)  338-7037 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

CENTER 

INSURANCE  AGENGY 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 

HEALTH 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

241  Washington  St. 

PLANNING 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Medford,  MA 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

Somerville,  MA  02143 

395  9084 

731-1015 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

628-9547 

ELECTROLYSIS 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 

33  Ashcroft  St 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

JUDY  FEINER 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Jamaica  PI  .  MA  02130 

1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 

524-7565 

Arlington,  MA  02174 

Complimentary  consultation 

(S08)  683-7676 

(617)  641-2510 

Computer  electrology  specialist 

TRAVEL 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 

Central  Sq..  Cambridge 

497-2019 

LAWYERS 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Suite  333 

FLORISTS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 

76  Arlington  St. 

45  Newbury  St- 

Lawyers  Referral  Service 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

Boston.  MA  02116 

227-7008 

482  2900 

266-8584 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 

M-F  1-5  p.m. 

DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  Street 

DESIGN 

12  Mi.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 

MACROBIOTICS 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

926-4289 

T  Shirts  and  More 

232  7200 

HAIR  SALONS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced. 

P  O  Box  405 

delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 

Rockport.  MA  01966 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

B  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Also,  special  diets  for  life- 

S08/S46  7252 

Earle  III  Inc  Building 

threatemng  illnesses  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  16171  3S4  1706 


Boston.  MA  02118 
338  5356 
Wed.-Sat  10-6 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


Lesbians  and  AIDS 

Continued  from  page  6 
clinic). 

She  believes  that  the  two  cases  above 
demonstrate  that  lesbian  sexual  transmis¬ 
sion  is  possible,  and  reminded  us  that  the 
CDC  reported  seven  cases  of  “probable 
woman  to  woman  transmission”  at  last 
year’s  International  Conference  on  AIDS  in 
Stockholm. 

Ribble  informed  the  audience  of  AIDS 
workers  that  while  normal  vaginal  secre¬ 
tions  of  an  HIV  positive  woman  are  not  in¬ 
fectious  (they  are  as  low  in  concentration  as 
saliva),  even  a  common  yeast  infection  can 
raise  the  concentration  of  HIV  greatly. 

Here  is  where  Ribble  became  too  risk- 
focused  for  many  audience  members,  sug¬ 
gesting  not  only  dental  dams  and  gloves 
when  any  entry  route  is  possible  —  from 
sore  gums  to  a  hangnail,  but  also  encourag¬ 
ing  us  to  inspect  our  gums  thoroughly 
before  kissing  a  stranger. 

AIDS  educators  must  respect  every 
woman’s  right  to  decide  her  level  of  risk¬ 
taking.  Yet  it  is  difficult  to  provide  every 
fact  lesbians  seek  in  making  such  decisions. 
For  example,  we  do  not  yet  know  what  size 
cut  is  necessary  for  HIV  to  get  into  the 
bloodstream. 

We  do  know  that  the  rates  of  HIV 
transmission  between  gay  men  have  decreas¬ 
ed  dramatically  simply  from  wearing  con¬ 
doms  and  having  less  anal  intercourse.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  AIDS  educators  —  plenty  of 
whom  are  gay  men  —  gay  men  are  not 
checking  their  gums  or  inspecting  their 
hands  and  mouths  for  minor  cuts. 

To  Ribble’s  credit,  she  displayed  an  entic¬ 
ing  array  of  safe  sex  paraphernalia  for  les¬ 
bians  who  decide  to  go  that  route.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  latex  gloves,  and  condoms  for  shared 
dildos  (a  good  idea  to  avoid  exchanging  any 
vaginal  infections),  she  showed  us  dozens  of 
ways  to  make  dental  dams  sexy:  sewing 
them  into  lace  underwear,  attaching  them  to 
garter  belts,  etc. 

Ribble’s  style  of  presentation  was  sexual 
and  sex-positive.  She  explained  that  as  a  sex¬ 
ually  active  lesbian  she  resisted  believing  les¬ 
bian  sexual  transmission  was  possible,  even 
after  she  met  the  first  client.  “Shit,”  she 
remembers  thinking,  “I’ve  got  to  get  out  of 
my  professional  denial.” 

At  this  point  in  our  understanding,  many 
AIDS  educators  I  work  with  conclude  that 
going  down  on  a  woman  is  not  generally 
high  risk  behavior.  It  is  clearly  risky  if  the 
woman  you  go  down  on  is  HIV  positive,  and 
has  an  infection  or  is  menstruating,  and  you 
have  sores  or  cuts  in  your  mouth. 

Ribble  says  she  considers  it  helpful  to 


blood  is  highest  in  HIV  concentration,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  semen,  then  vaginal  fluids.  So  go¬ 
ing  down  on  a  woman  who  is  not  menstrua¬ 
ting  and  has  no  vaginal  infections  would  be 
fairly  low  risk.  A  little  higher  risk  would  be 
going  down  on  a  man  and  taking  cum  in 
your  mouth;  and  more  risky  oral  sex  would 
be  to  allow  menstrual  blood  from  a  poten¬ 
tially  infected  woman  into  your  mouth. 

However,  I  would  add  that  sharing  IV 
needles  or  having  anal  or  vaginal  intercourse 
with  a  man  without  a  condom  are  more 
serious  risks,  and  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  these  are  the  primary  ways 
HIV  is  currently  being  spread. 

(Note:  women  who  are  considering  anon¬ 
ymous  Alternative  Insemination  should 
throughly  investigate  the  sperm  bank  to  be 
used  to  ensure  that  it  screens  all  donors 
for  HIV  infection.) 

In  conclusion,  many  of  us  AIDS  educa¬ 
tors  are  encouraging  audiences  to  think  not 
about  eliminating  all  risks,  but  about 
managing  risk,  and  realizing  that  we  make 
choices  on  a  daily  basis  about  all  aspects  of 
our  lives:  whether  to  get  into  a  car  with  a 
driver  who  has  had  a  drink,  whether  to  take 
the  time  to  check  our  breasts  monthly  for 
cancerous  lumps,  whether  to  walk  down  a 
dimly  lit  street  at  night,  etc. 

We  certainly  aren’t  going  to  avoid  ever 
getting  in  a  car,  and  most  women  refuse  to 
sit  home  every  night  to  avoid  being  raped 
outside.  I  have  heard  that  57  people  were 
killed  by  lightning  last  year  and  certainly  we 
won’t  stay  in  during  every  storm.  We  need 
to  make  choices  about  living  quality  lives, 
and  for  most  of  us  that  includes  lives  that  are 
sexual.  For  some  lesbians,  life  also  involves 
sex  with  men  and  use  of  drugs. 

And  yet  we  need  to  factor  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  that  being  a  lesbian  does  not  automati¬ 
cally  exempt  us  from  this  tragedy  called 
AIDS;  again,  it  is  behaviors,  not  identities, 
that  are  important. 

I  hope  we  continue  to  put  energy  into  the 
variety  of  issues  affecting  women’s  health 
and  gay  and  lesbian  health  —  including  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases,  abortion,  cancer, 
gay-bashing,  access  to  health  care,  and  more 
—  while  continuing  to  address  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  AIDS  in  all  communities. 

Resources:  AIDS  Action  Committee  of 
Massachusetts  Hotline:  1-800-235-2331; 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  feminist 
and  lesbian  HIV  counselors:  (617)  267-0900; 
for  the  July  1987  GCN  article  on  Lesbians 
and  AIDS  send  $1  to  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116;  for  “lesbian  safe 
sex  kits”  (with  information  in  English  or 
Spanish)  send  $3  to  Good  Vibrations,  3492 
22nd  St.,  SF,  CA  94110. 


rank  the  risks  of  oral  sex,  since  we  know  that 
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Lesbian  lust 

Continued  from  page  3 

women  necessarily  desired  it. 

A  few  had  used  sex  less  for  pleasure  per  se 
than  as  a  way  to  get  attention  from  ex- 
husbands  or  boyfriends,  and  felt  that  their 
male  partners  had  often  used  sex  more  for 
power  or  for  physical  sensations  than  for 
emotional  intimacy. 

One  ex-prostitute  challenged  the  idea  that 
heterosexual  couples  have  more  sex  than  les¬ 
bian  couples:  “I’ve  been  with  a  lot  of  mar¬ 
ried  men,  and  let  me  tell  you,  they  came  to 
me  for  sex  because  there  was  none  in  their 
relationship.’’ 

Many  in  the  room  knew  lesbian  friends  in 
long-term  relationships  who  are  sexual  less 
often  than  in  the  past,  but  consider  the 
quality  of  their  sex  to  be  high  and  their  sex 
lives  to  be  extremely  satisfying.  Some  dykes 
in  the  group  had  been  in  relationships  for  a 
decade  or  more  where  the  sex  did  not  de¬ 
crease  at  all.  One  told  of  a  relationship  that 
remained  very  sexual  for  10  years,  until  her 
lover  left,  saying  the  level  of  intimacy  bet¬ 
ween  the  women  was  too  high. 

Concern  about  maintaining  a  sexual  and 
intimate  relationship  was  a  theme  in  the 
room,  despite  our  agreement  that  many  of 
the  current  theories  are  simplistic.  A 
number  of  women  nodded  when  one  partici¬ 
pant  laughed,  “My  relationships  seem  to  be 
stereotypes.  Either  1  have  great  sex  in  a  bad 
relationship,  or  bad  sex  in  a  good  relation¬ 
ship.” 

Women  talked  about  becoming  too  sister¬ 
ly  with  their  partners,  too  much  like  best 
friends,  losing  the  edge  that  made  sex  ap¬ 
pealing.  Many  felt  that  “after  the  honey¬ 
moon”  the  problem  wasn’t  a  lack  of  inti¬ 
macy,  evidenced  by  less  sex,  but  too  much 
intimacy  expressed  in  other  ways,  leaving 
less  of  a  need  for  sexual  love-making,  and 
less  of  the  distance  that  can  fuel  sexual 
desire. 

We  noted  that  relationships  between  two 
women  seem  to  include  more  touching,  and 
more  physical  affection  outside  of  sex,  than 
relationships  between  two  men  or  between 
heterosexuals.  Even  if  some  of  our  physical 
needs  are  being  met  outside  sex,  none  of  us 
wanted  to  see  sex  leave  our  relationships  as 
one  option  for  expressing  our  desires. 

Women  bemoaned  the  monotony  that 
comes  with  knowing  a  partner  well,  know¬ 
ing  what  she’ll  do,  how  she’ll  respond,  hav¬ 
ing  tried  every  position  and  game  the  pair 
can  think  of.  A  participant  offered  up  a 
theory  she’d  read,  that  “mystery”  and 
“barrier”  were  two  of  the  conditions  nec¬ 
essary  to  keep  sex  alive  in  a  long-term  rela¬ 
tionship  —  barrier  referring  to  a  healthy  dif¬ 
ference  and  separation  between  the  love¬ 
birds. 

I  could  see  us  all  doing  mental  gymnastics 
to  come  up  with  “healthy  barriers”  between 
us  and  our  honeys.  My  first  thought  about 
my  lover,  who  I  am  moving  in  with  in  a  few 
weeks  was,  “This  is  good;  she’s  a  southern 
WASP,  I’m  a  northern  Jew,  and  we  both 
want  separate  bedrooms!” 

Women  piped  in  with  their  success 
stories,  not  just  their  struggles.  Methods  of 
maintaining  sex  drive  included:  S/M  games 
and  role  playing,  using  humor  during  sex 
play,  and  remembering  that  making  love 
even  in  the  same  ways  time  and  again  can  be 
pleasurable,  either  because  the  sex  is  “hot,” 
or  because  the  sex  is  enjoyably  familiar  and 
comfortable. 

Raising  the  concepts  of  “internal”  versus 
“external”  love-making,  one  woman  said 
sex  seems  to  be  more  about  positions, 
games,  and  toys  for  some,  and  more  about 
an  emotional  connection  for  others.  She 
wondered  if  couples  skilled  at  both  dynam¬ 
ics  were  more  able  to  maintain  a  satisfactory 
long-term  sex  life. 

Lack  of  communication  surfaced  as  one 
reason  sex  decreased  in  quantity  or  quality. 
One  lesbian  laid  it  on  the  line  saying,  “I 
didn’t  like  the  way  her  cunt  smelled.”  In¬ 
stead  of  talking  about  it,  and  coming  up 
with  options  like  bathing  together  before 
oral  sex  or  using  fun  food  like  whipped 
cream  to  alter  her  partner’s  taste,  she  said, 
“1  just  didn’t  do  the  things  she  wanted,  or  I 
did  and  resented  it.” 

In  one  of  the  more  tense,  yet  moving 
moments  of  the  workshop,  a  woman  asked 
for  advice.  She  explained  that  after  well  over 
a  decade  of  great  love-making,  her  lover 
claims  to  find  her  too  fat  now  to  be  appeal¬ 
ing.  The  woman  asked  whether  we  thought 
her  lover  was  using  size  as  an  excuse  to  pull 
away,  or  whether  she  should  lose  weight. 
The  lesbian  next  to  me,  also  a  large  woman, 
passionately  denounced  the  idea  that  size  in¬ 
hibits  sexuality,  citing  her  own  sexual  ex¬ 
ploits.  She  said  that  ignorant  attitudes  about 
weight  are  the  problem,  sighing,  “A  little 


piece  of  my  heart  broke  when  you  asked  that 
question.” 

Throughout  the  workshop,  women  inter¬ 
rupted  to  declare  how  rare,  hot  and  fun  it 
was  to  talk  explicitly  about  sex  with  other 
dykes  from  all  over  the  U.S.,  and  from  a 
number  of  European  countries.  In  fact,  a 
few  admitted  to  being  so  honest  precisely 
because  they  didn’t  know  anyone  else  in  the 
room. 

What  I  appreciated  most  about  the  one- 
and-a-half  hour  rap  was  the  unspoken  accep¬ 
tance  in  the  room;  we  placed  importance  on 
learning  how  to  understand  and  get  what  it 
is  we  desire,  not  on  having  an  abundance  of 
sex  per  se,  a  lack  of  sex,  or  being  sexual  in 
any  one  way. 

We  closed  with  a  quickie  masturbation 
poll,  discovering  that  most  women  in  the 
room  “did  it”  somewhere  between  a  few 
times  a  week  and  once  a  month,  even  when 
being  sexual  with  a  partner.  As  we  were  leav¬ 
ing,  one  woman  scoffed  at  the  idea  that  she 
might  only  masturbate  occasionally,  laugh¬ 
ing,  “If  I  miss  even  a  day,  I  make  up  for  it  by 
doubling  up  the  next!”  □ 

AIDS  money 

Continued  from  page  3 

DPH’s  inclusion  of  non-specific  AIDS- 
related  programs  in  its  AIDS  budget.  Of 
DPH’s  $14.6  million  AIDS  budget  for  1989, 
$5.5  million  —  38  percent  —  is  allocated  for 
IV  drug  use  services  and  the  Worcester 
Hepatitis  B  Project.  AIDS  activists  claim 
DPH’s  inclusion  of  drug-related  programs 
in  the  AIDS  budget  was  a  “smoke  screen” 
—  a  way  of  showing  more  AIDS  money  on 
the  books  than  is  actually  allocated  to 
AIDS.  Steven  Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston 
said,  “The  DPH  AIDS  budget  is  not  what  it 
appears  to  be.”  BAC’s  Task  Force  Reports 
and  Preliminary  Recommendations  also 
emphasize  that  “drug  treatment  should 
not. ..be  confused  with  AIDS  programming 
as  it  was  in  the  1989  AIDS  budget.” 

DPH  and  other  state  officials  have  con¬ 
tended  that  IV  drug  prevention  programs 
significantly  reduce  rates  of  AIDS  transmis¬ 
sion  that  result  from  shared  hypodermic 
needles. 

ACT  UP/Boston  members  who  spoke  to 
GCN  also  criticized  the  state’s  long-term 
proposal  for  increasing  the  AIDS  budget. 
Philip  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Executive 
Office  of  Human  Services  (EOHS),  has  said 
EOHS’s  goal  is  to  eventually  increase  the 
AIDS  budget  at  the  rate  of  increasing  AIDS 
cases.  But  according  to  Busby,  “That’s  a 
meaningless  increase  number... because 
while  the  number  of  AIDS  cases  is  expected 
to  increase  60  percent  [in  1990],  the  number 
of  people  living  with  AIDS  [PLWAs]  will  in¬ 
crease  100  percent.  People  with  AIDS  are 
living  longer  and  there  are  greater  medical 
needs  as  we  find  more  treatments,  as  well  as 
concomitant  social  service  needs.” 

Marianne  Hughes,  an  AIDS  lobbyist 
hired  by  AAC  and  the  BAC,  told  GCN  she 
views  the  state  AIDS  budget  in  a  more 
positive  light.  “Given  the  fiscal  context 
within  which  we’re  operating,  [the  state 
AIDS  budget]  is  literally  200  percent  more 
than  other  groups  are  getting,”  stated 
Hughes.  The  AIDS  budget  is  one  of  the  few 
expected  to  be  increased  for  1990. 

Several  participants  at  the  AIDS  Lobby 
Day  Rally  also  gave  personal  accounts  of 
their  experiences  within  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
“I’m  on  the  frontlines  and  I  see  [the  effects 
of  AIDS]  every  day,”  said  Nancy  Gonzales 
of  For  Individuals  Recovering  Sound 
Thinking,  Inc.,  a  drug  rehabilitation  agency 
in  Roxbury.  Speaking  of  the  scarcity,  of 
AIDS  education  resources,  she  said,  “I  see 
that  our  children  in  the  future  are  going  to 
have  the  greatest  repercussions  for  what 
we’re  doing  now.” 

Roberto  Colon,  Minority  Resource 
Developer  at  AAC,  echoed  Gonzales’  con¬ 
cern.  “Communities  affected  by  this  disease 
are  doing  the  best  they  can  [but  only]  with 
what  little  resources  are  out  there,”  he  said. 
Colon  also  noted  that  the  image  of  AIDS  as 
affecting  only  certain  groups  of  people  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  dangerous  misperception. 
“This  isn’t  an  IV  drug  problem.  This  isn’t  a 
gay  problem.  It’s  a  problem  for  all  of  us.” 

Ron  H.  Palmer,  who  identified  himself  as 
a  homeless  Vietnam  veteran,  said  he  “lost 
six  good  friends  from  AIDS.”  Another 
friend  who  is  a  PLWA,  said  Palmer,  “was 
one  of  the  best  fighters  in  Vietnam.  His 
name  is  Jellybean  and  his  lover,  John,  also 
died.”  Palmer  said  Jellybean  “gave  his  life 
to  his  country  and  he’s  dying  now.  And  you 
know  something?  Nobody  gives  a  shit.”  In 
reference  to  the  AIDS  budget.  Palmer  said, 
“Hell,  if  we  have  to  raise  taxes,  so  what? 
Raise  the  fucking  taxes.  Let’s  fight  this  thing 
and  get  it  over  with.”  □ 
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FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


r  \ 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  — 
CENTER  TUT 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 


A  systematic  method  of  freeing,  balanc¬ 
ing  and  lengthening  the  body  through 
hands  on  manipulation  of  the  connec¬ 
tive  tissue,  &  through  movement  educa¬ 
tion.  Greater  flexibility,  ease,  grace,  and 
a  feeling  of  lightness  often  result  as  the 
body  is  brought  to  a  greater  level  of 
structural  organization  and  function.  For 
information  or  consultation: 


MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


Lisa  Tackley,  Certified  Rolfer 
Whole  Health  Group 
45  Newbury  St.  Ste.  333 
Boston  •  266-8584 
Initial  session  25%  Discount 
with  this  Ad! 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


presents 

LIVING  WELL 

series 


Presentations  to  enhance  our  lives  in  the  era  of  AIDS. 

Weekly  workshops  will  be  offered  on  various  aspects  of  living  with  HIV. 
All  are  welcome,  though  certain  presentations  will  be 
more  relevant  to  those  with  HIV  infection. 


NUTRITION  &  HIV 
MEDICAL  UPDATE 
MASSAGE 
SEX  &  INTIMACY 

FOR  GAY  &  BISEXUAL  MEN 


Wednesday,  May  10 
Monday,  May  15 
Wednesday,  May  24 

Tuesday,  May  30 


6:30  -  8:30  pm  Free  of  charge  FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  Floor 

Call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
*  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116,  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

CATSKILLLS:  AGING  CRANKY  WASP 
seeks  disgruntled  humorless  younger  man  with  in¬ 
teresting  body  for  possibly  insincere  relationship.  Occa¬ 
sional  brief  smile  tolerable.  Good  looks  OK  if  not  over¬ 
whelming.  Cranky  not  crazy:  non-smoking,  etc.  Call 
Richard,  (914)  985-7339. _ (41) 

Motherhood?  JM  41,  accomplished,  fairly  normal, 
(Yes,  HTLV-III  Neg.)  seeks  Jewish  L/Bi  woman  to  ex¬ 
plore  having  a  child  and  parenting  options.  Let's  talk! 
GCN  Box  352, _ (43) 

You  —  tennis,  golf,  an  occasional  book,  and  once  in  a 
while  high  tea.  (It  would  be  nice  if  you  were  woman). 
Me  —  snide,  smart  and  (I’m  not  sure  if  this  counts  for  or 
against  me)  opera.  GCN  Box  353. _ (£1) 

Surrogate  mother  sought  by  30  y.o.  single  white  male. 
6'4”,  brown  hair,  eyes,  200  pounds  excellent  health  IQ 
150  HTLV  III  negative.  Am  ready  to  raise  family.  GCN 
Box  351, _ (41) 

HAY  SHU-BOTZ! 

You  are  the  love  and  lust  of  my  life  —  you  evil  little 
thing!  Happy  upcoming  6th. _ (41) 

Dee,  Erica,  Carrie,  Bill,  David,  Noel,  Mary,  Murry,  Raymond, 
Ronn,  Skip,  Steven,  Stephen,  Will,  and  Whitt  —  Thank  you 
for  your  help  with  the  mailing!  Hope  to  see  you  on  the 
12th, _ (41) 

GCN's  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  or  Judy  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ENDING  RELATIONSHIPS 

Short-term  therapy  group  now  forming  for  lesbians  coming 
out  of  relationships.  Come  validate  your  feelings  and  discover 
skills  and  resources.  Put  closure  on  the  old  and  move  toward 
new  beginnings.  Anita  Fast,  Ph.D.  (617)  924-6204. _ (43) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ ■  (17.20) 

Flatpickers  and  fiddlers  wanted  for  cooperative  jamming  star¬ 
ting  in  June.  If  you’d  like  to  swap  and  trade  leads  please  write 
Box  550  _  (43) 

BEAR  AND  MOSES 

Two  extraordinary  male  indoor  cats  need  a  loving  home  after 
the  deaths  of  their  owners,  Susan  Galvin  and  Martha  Alsop. 
For  more  information,  call  924-5052. _ (41) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/wcek  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


DISC  JOCKEY  SERVICE 

Only  "Play  It  By  Ear”  has  the  Boston  area's  most  ex¬ 
perienced  DJ,  Arthur  Bianchini.  Call  (617)  730-81 18. 

(41) 


Amy  Levine,  UCSW 

Psychotherapist 
1105  Mass.  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


By  appointment  617/923-1143 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


m 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

I ’m  going  to  subscribe  now .  Deduct  $2  S  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  S  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□S15  per  column  inch 
_ inches x $15  $_ 
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•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 
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SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brook  line  232*  1459 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


COL  \Sl:l  f.XG 
I  OR  M  O  V//  V 
Individual.  C  ouple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Cull  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Lee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Victim  Advocate/Counselor 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery 
Program  seeks  advocate/counselor 
20  hours  per  week  with  strong  inter¬ 
personal  and  counseling  skills, 
knowledge  of  court  system  and 
social  service  agencies  to  assist  vic¬ 
tims  in  obtaining  services.  Supervise 
volunteers  providing  community  edu¬ 
cation  and  victim  support  services. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  People  ot 
Color  encouraged  to  apply. 

RESUMES  TO:  Personnel,  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St., 
Boston,  MA  02115 


JOIN  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

INFACT’s  national  office  in  Boston  needs  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  peace  and  justice.  Be  part  of  this  dynamic  in¬ 
ternational  grassroots  effort  to  stop  production  and  pro¬ 
motion1  x>f  nuclear  weapons.  Two  positions  available: 
Office  Manager/Development  Administrator  and  Book¬ 
keeper/Financial  Assistant.  Living  stipend,  health  and 
transportation  provided.  Women  and  people  of  color 
urged  to  apply.  For  more  information  contact  Kathy 
Pillsbury,  INFACT,  256  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02113  (617)742-4583.  Apply  ASAP! _ (44) 

RECEPTIONIST/CASHIER 

Cambridge  YWCA  has  full  and  part-time  shifts 
available  for  Front  Desk  personnel.  Operates  central 
switchboard,  takes  messages  for  staff  and  residents. 
Acts  in  cashier  capacity.  Bonding  ability  req.  Apply  at 
Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139.  The  One  Imperative  of  the  YWCA  is  the  elimina- 
tion  of  racism.  EEO/AA. _ _ (41) 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSISTANT 

Lesbian  and  Gay  civil  rights  organization  seeks  Develop¬ 
ment  Assistant.  Work  with  Development  Director  on 
events,  membership,  direct  mail,  grant  writing.  Respon¬ 
sible  for  computer  and  data  management.  Salary  mid  to 
high  teens.  Resume  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston, 
MA  021 12  by  May  17. _ (41) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02116. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  S12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street.  Washington.  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


PAINTERS  WANTED 

Looking  for  hard  workers  to  join  interior/exterior  pain¬ 
ting  crew  for  Spring/Summer.  Exp.  pref.  SlO/hr.  Start 
any  time.  522-1720. _ (42) 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 

for  national  peace  foundation.  Responsibilities:  Manage 
overall  administration,  report  to  Executive  Director, 
manage  budget,  supervise  staff  of  14.  $26,000  plus  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Send  cover  letter,  resume,  names  of 
three  references.  PDF,  PO  Box  270,  Amherst,  MA 
01004.  Equal  opportunity  employer.  Deadline  May  15. 
_ (41) 

GREAT  LAKES  REGION  EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY  with  the  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SER¬ 
VICE  COMMITTEE,  Quaker  organization  for  non¬ 
violent  social  change.  Position  opens  February  1,  1990. 
Chicago-based.  Responsible  for  administration,  person¬ 
nel.  budget,  and  interpretation.  Requires  compatability 
with  AFSC  values,  social  change  organizational  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  interpersonal  and  communication 
skills.  Applicants  considered  without  regard  to  race,  sex, 
religion,  sexual  orientation  or  disability.  Contact  l  orna 
Stone,  AFSC.  59  E.  Van  Buren,  Suite  1400  Dept.  GCN, 
Chicago.  IL.  60605  by  August  I . _ (4 1 ) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Six  LF/GMs  seek  7th  to  share  spacious  Viet,  home  on 
quiet  wooded  street.  Indep.,  pkg.,  w/d,  no  smoking, 
near  Orange  and  Green  lines.  $300-340  plus  util,  plus 
deposit.  Avail  June  1  for  summer,  poss.  longer.  Call 
Julie,  522-6350. _ (42) 

LF,  29  seeks  2  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  going  LF's 
25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view.  Frances 
(the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Avail.  6/1,  $3!0-plus, 
776-7909. _  (41) 

SHARE  HOUSE  IN  SOMERVILLE 
LF  34  seeks  LF  30-plus  quiet,  responsible,  no  pets, 
drinking,  drugs,  smoking.  3  rooms  to  yourself.  $500 
plus  'A  utilities.  Available  5/1. 628-7487, _ (42) 

Gay  female  32  seeks  professional  responsible  non¬ 
smoking  roommate  to  look  for  apartment/house  from 
Framingham  areas  up  to  Concord/Arlington  areas.  No 
cats.  (508)  881-4758  leave  message. _ (42) 

1  LF,  I  SF  seek  1  ,F.  to  share  sunny  apt.  in  Davis  Square. 

$266  plus/mo.  Avail.  June  1st.  No  smoke,  possible  pets. 
Pis,  call  666-81 18. _ (42) 

Cat  of  unknown  persuasion  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  J  P 
apartment  with  personable,  well  behaved,  indoor/out¬ 
door  LF  owner.  Apartment  is  sunny,  spacious  2  BR  near 
T.  Roommate  should  have  sense  of  humor  and  posess 
some  cat-like  qualities.  No  smoke/drugs,  minimum 
alcohol.  No  more  pets,  please.  $337  includes  heat. 
524-3173. _ (42) 

)P  HOUSEMATE 

3LF  seek  4th  to  join  spacious  chem  and  alcohol  free 
friendly  home.  Have  kitten,  no  more  pets.  Available 
now,  call  522-0637  for  more  details.  $245-plus. _ (42) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUMMER  SUBLET 
Three  lesbian  feminists  seeking  a  L.F.  to  share  beautiful 
J.P.  apartment.  Progressive  politics,  spirit,  humor, 
food,  W/D.  Near  arboretum,  T  lines.  No  smoking,  no 
drugs  and  minimal  alcohol  use.  $220-plus.  Summer 
sublet  (6/1-8/31)  dates  negotiable.  Call  Beth  at 
524-6209. _ (41) 

ISLE  OF  SAPPHO  IN  SOMERVILLE 
3LFs  seek  mature  responsible  25-plus  LF  to  share  large 
2fl  semi-ccop  apartment  in  Somerville.  3  cats  -  no  more 
pets.  Minimal  alcohol  and  drugs.  W/D,  yard. 
$287. 50-plus.  Available  June  I.  776-9855. _ (41) 

Som/Camb  2  LFs  seek  amusing  3rd  for  apt.  Near  ‘T’  for 
6/1,  $342-plus.  Sorry,  no  pets  or  smoking.  Call 
776-6158. _ (41) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  PART  TIME 

Prof  LF  35-plus  seeks  P/T  LF  30-plus  rmate  nr  Pond  T 
own  rm  share  kitchen  bath  no  pets  non-smkr  avail  now. 
$350.00  incl  utils  522-9980  (h)  873-2545  (w). _ (42) 

Seeking  two  women  to  share  cozy  3-br.  apt.  in  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Semi-coop  $270-$280/mo  includes  heal. 
Cats  okay.  Non-smokers  preferred.  Close  to  Cen- 
tral/Harvard  T,  Call  491-1 124. _ (41) 

SOMERVILLE 

2  LF  seek  F  (L/Bi)  25-plus  with  sense  of  humor  for  our 

roomy,  sunny  3BR  home.  We’re  friendly,  independent, 
drug/smoke  free.  $300-plus.  Call  623-5535. _ (41) 

Newtonville:  2  LFs  seek  LF  for  housemate  situalion 
semi-coop,  fireplace,  yard,  parking,  half  bath.  No 
alcohol,  drugs,  smoking,  $350plus.  Last  month’s  rent. 
965-0648.  (41) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

ROOMMATE  WANTED! 


LF  and  OM  32  seek  LF  27-plus  for  spacious  sunny  3 
bedroom  Belmont-Cambridge  apt.  Semi-vegetarian, 
clean,  friendly,  responsible;  No 
drugs/smoke/alcohol/pets.  Near  T,  $320-plus. 
484-1553.  _ (42) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3LFs  looking  for  4th  to  fill  our  cozy  spacious  semi-ccop 
home  near  T.  Has  wood  stove  and  nice  wood  floors. 
We’re  veget.,  political  and  funny.  225/mo-plus,  starts 
July  1st.  522-9351. _ (42) 

Clean  mature  responsible  stable  honest  26-plus  person 
for  independent  household,  share  chores  —  cats,  piano, 
gardens,  space,  large  Victorian.  Dorchester,  on  red  line. 
200-plus,  282-1217, _ (42) 

JOIN  US  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  lesbians  seek  third  for  3  BR  Victorian  apt.  Hardwood 
floors,  living  room,  kitchen,  porch,  yard.  W/D.  Close 
to  T,  bus  and  pond.  Nice  area  and  nice  neighbors. 
Available  6/1.  $417  and  'A  electric.  522-9768  or  Julie 
(days)  725-3562. _ (42) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466,  (42) 

LF  seeks  one  or  two  LF’s  for  large  Viet.  apt.  in 
Worcester,  big  porch,  private  entrance,  parking,  split 
$570  plus.  Avl.  6/1  (508)  753-9066. _ (45) 

Discreet  Lesbian  Professional,  out  a  lot,  seeks  I  or  2 
housemates  to  share  4  bedroom,  2  bath,  3  story  Natick 
home.  Quiet,  safe  neighborhood.  Convenient  to  Pike, 
Rt.  9,  Commuter  Rail,  lakes,  state  park.  Big  yard, 
spacious  sunny  rooms,  2  fireplaces,  DW  W/D.  $600.00 
for  2  people.  Negotiable  for  1 .  (508)  65 1  -0098. _ (41) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  and  beautiful  bird  seek  LF  to  share  our  darling 
apartment  in  owner-occupied  house  near  Arboretum, 
Green  and  Orange  lines.  No  smoking/drugs,  min. 
alcohol.  $415  plus.  Call  524-6592. _ (41) 

Yes  Virginia,  there  is  life  west  of  Worcester.  Lesbian 
with  sense  of  humor  and  responsibility  sought  for  neat, 
quiet,  quasi-co-operative  Northhampton  household. 
$  1 75-plus.  (413)586-3223. _ (41 ) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


PROVINCETOWN  BEACH  POINT 

Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchen,  parking,  private 
patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $400  week, 
$300  off-season.  Call  (508)  369-2872.  (41) 


APARTMENTS 


LYNN/SWAMPSCOTT 

Sunny  4  room  (I  BR)  apt.  Walk  to  beach.  2  blocks  from  train. 
Off  street  parking.  Very  nice  area.  $700  includes  all  utilities. 
(508)  744-0959. _ (42) 

DORCHESTER  EVERETT  SQ 

Spacious  4  room  apt,  wood  floors,  sunny  back  porch,  quiet 
nghd,  near  MBTA,  close  to  downtown.  $650  includes  heat 
and  hot  water,  washer  5224384.  (41) 

SOUTH  END 

Outstanding  opportunity  for  handy  owner/occupancy.  3  unit 
condo  building  on  sunny  Shawmut  Avenue  near  Hotel  Union 
with  all  approvals  and  permits.  High  ceilings,  marble 

fireplaces,  much  detail,  private  garden.  Rents  now  below 
market  but  building  can  be  delivered  vacant.  $375,000  by 
owner.  523-7272. _ (41) 

Six  room  two  bdrm  first  floor  fresh  paint  renov.  kitch  bath. 
Washer  hookup.  Safe  owner  occup  bldng.  $600  month  plus 
utilities.  282-1 196  eves.  (42) 


FOR  SALE 


GOING  WEST! 

Household  Goods!  Must  Sell!! 

Futon  Sofa  Beds  Both  Queen  Size 
Super  Deluxe  Cotton  Foam 
Models.  One  is  a  light  colored 
hardwood  frame  with  arms  and  a 
beautiful  rust  colored  zippered 
cover  with  bolster  pillows.  Perfect 
for  living  room  sofa  bed  or  stu¬ 
dio  apartment.  $350.  The  other 
is  unfinished  pine  frame  that  you 
may  stain  any  color.  Has  an  off- 
white  protective  cover.  $250. 

Bavarian  China  Gorgeous  spring- 
wheat  pattern.  8  piece  formal  set. 
$100. 

Lechmere  Back-Saver  Chair  $30. 
Dorm  size  refrigerator  $65. 
Small  Freezer  $25. 

Large  Stereo  Cassette  Recorder 

JVC  $100. 

2  Arm  chairs  $10  each. 

Plants  to  good  homes  only. 
Avocado  &  Rubber  trees.  Fronds, 
many  varieties  —  must  see  to 
appreciate. 

Call  Kathleen  426-7042  (days)  or 
524-2401  (evenings) 


VACATIONS 


ALL  MALE! 

FLORIDA  -  HOLLYWOOD  HOUSE  RESORT 

A  tropical  setting  located  in  central  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Minutes  from  bars  and  beach.  Rooms,  efficiencies,  1-2 
bedrm  apts.  Low  nitely,  weekly  and  monthly  rates  avail. 
Pool,  clubhouse,  and  laundry  facility.  Call  (305) 
920-2372.  _ (41) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


I  have  a  complete  set  of  GCN’s  dating  from  1981.  If  you 
know  of  an  archive  or  library  who  would  accept  them, 
please  write  me  at  Steve  Forgione,  415  W.  23rd  St., 
tfllF,  New  York,  N.y.  10011. _ (4JI) 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469.  _ _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time"  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


PUBLICATIONS 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139.  _ (16.33) 


PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking! 
Friends! 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
dexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist, 


ITS  CAILLD 
IMORimoti,  AND 
.IT'S  GOOD  m  rou 
SO  EAT  I T 


J  For  those  of  you  with  a  ‘spiritual’  sidel  you  can 
j  get  a  free  copy  of  a  prisoner  meditation  and 
j  other  support  book  called  WE‘RE  ALL  DOING 
I  TIME,  by  writing  Prison  Ashram  Project,  Rt  I 
|  Box  201-N,  Durham  NC  27705,  _ 

|  OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE  is  a 

■  prisoner  support  newsletter  produced  by 

1  the  American  Friend  Service  Committee  & 

g  available  FREE  to  prisoners  (donations 

■  gratefully  accepted  if  you  like!);  $5  to  out- 

■  siders.  Write:  AFSC,  10  Putnam  Ave,  Rox- 

■  bury,  MA  02119. 


BERKSHIRES  HOME  WIMT.  VIEW.  SKI 

1700  sq.  ft.,  3BD,  light,  spacious,  I6’x24’  studio  with 
cathedral  ceiling,  deck,  greenhouse,  garden,  8  yrs.  old, 
near  Berkshire  East  skiing.  Call  (617)  522-0205.  S122K 

(41) 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hoi  tub.  100  acre  moumain  sel¬ 
ling  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN.  Box  I I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978,  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17,8) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  10  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054,  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  neWsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ _ _ ,„,v  ,t»x) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181. _ Jex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  I  Oth  Anniv.  edition  of  Black  /Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville,  M A  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS  I’m  doing  time  for  a  non-violent  charge  and 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48  J  would  like  to  meet  some  penpals  to  correspond 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad-  g  with  (for  I  am  lonely).  Donald  ROBINSON, 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni-  ■  160-028,  Box  7010  H-2-B,  Chillicothe  OH 
que  and  provocative.  $l5/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to:  I  45601 
ON  OUR  BACKS.  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94142.  (ex) 


,srT 

Imprisoned  BL  seeks  friendship 

I’d  like  to  share  information,  resources,  ex¬ 
periences,  and  friendship  with  other  BLs. 
Please  write:  Rodney  HARRIS,  417735  Jl-1 12, 
Ellis  II,  Huntsville  TX  77340  


I  have  shoulder  length  hair,  solid  build,  and  am 
attempting  a  search  for  Queens.  Anywhere  you 
may  be  and  need  a  friend,  please  write.  And 
please  be  real.  A  SASE  is  a  big  help,  and  your 
picture  gets  mine.  Leslie  HATTEY,  Rt  1  Box 
36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 


I’m  a  30  yr  old  transsexual  with  a  38-26-38 
figure.  I’m  planning  a  complete  sex  change  as 
soon  as  I  get  out.  If  anyone  can  tell  me  about 
any  TV/TS  support  groups  that  1  may  corres¬ 
pond  with,  I’d  appreciate  it.  I  can’t  write 
prisoners.  Please  enclose  SASE  (Stamped  Self 
Addressed  Envelop).  A.B.  WOOD,  Rt  1  Box 
207-C  (A013),  Lawrenceville  VA  23868, 


l‘m  lookingtfor  someone  Jtattjs  .educated  and 
sincSfFand  iffteYested  in  exploring  new  friend¬ 
ships.  I  like  sports,  reading  and  writing.  Thank 
you  for  your  consideration.  Michael 
MARTENS,  191-173,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. 


39  yrs  young  and  in  need  of  penpals.  My  hob 
hies  are:  horseback  riding,  camping,  backpack 
ing,  bowling,  driving  fast  cars  and 
photography. Milton  ANDERSON,  22265-048, 
B-l  unit.  Box  1000,  Milan  Ml  48160. 


Being  in  prison  with  little  or  no  contact  with  the 
real  world  sucks!  It  would  be  very  valuable  to 
me  to  have  someone  outside  to  write.  I’m  32, 
college  educated,  interested  in  literature,  music, 
poetry  (both  reading  &  writing)  and  film.  Ar¬ 
thur  DeTULLlO,  PO  Box  43,  Norfolk  MA 
02056. 


I  am  a  gay  boy-lover  and  am  finding  prison 
very  hard  and  lonesome  with  NO  family  or 
friends  to  write  to.  1  am  being  upfront  about 
being  a  boylover  because  the  last  penpals  I  had 
quit  writing  when  they  found  out.  Michael 
EASTER.  191-545,  Box  69,  London  OH  43140, 


Spanish  male,  dark  brown  eyes,  enjoy 
masculine  men,  sunshine  and  good  music. 
Don’t  pass  me  up!  Kenneth  Paul  SMITH 
(adopted  by  white  people),  493229,  Rt  2  Box 
20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complele  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  healed  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
meni  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC  and  INS. 

236-1848 


<£> 


I’m  a  Lesbian  femme  interested  in  writing  to 
some  older  women  who  might  like  to  write.  I’d 
even  enioy  writing  to  middle-aged  queens 
(please  do  not  be  offended  by  the  use  of  the 
word.  I  do  not  know  any  currently  acceptable 
terms  other  than  that.  I’m  terribly  out  of 
touch.),  although  I’m  not  altogether  comfor¬ 
table  with  male  hutches.  It  makes  me  feel 
reassured  that  free  gays  haven’t  abandoned 
their  incarcerated  brothers  and  sisters.  Many 
thanks!  Carol  M.  BUNDY,  18639  SCU  B-l  18, 
Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

Do  you  like  sex?  How  about  more  sex?  Well 
write  me  and  lets  see  what  happens.  I’m  25  yrs 
old.  I  love  sex.  I  love  people.  I  would  love  to 
write  someone.  1  can’t  write  other  jails  though. 
Saadia  EVERETT,  7014,  PO  Box  180,  Muncy 
PA  17756, _ 

I  am  out  of  touch  with  the  real  people 
(lesbians).  I  would  like  to  hear  from  someone 
inside  or  out  of  the  prison  system.  I  love  to 
write  lovely  women.  I’m  a  outgoing  person,  but 
also  seek  to  just  be  romantic.  Katrina 
MINTER,  905377,  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794. 


1 


I  enjoy  your  paper  very  much  and  would  like  to 
place  my  name  on  the  penpal  list.  I’m  bisexual, 

38,  lonely,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  people 
who  have  been  involved  in  incest,  either  as  a 
victim  or  as  the  one  who  began  it.  I  want  the 
positive  reactions  as  well  as  the  negative.  All 
will  be  kept  in  total  confidence.  Thank  you. 
Marvin  FULLERTON,  1  Administration  Rd, 
Bridgewater  MA  02324. _ _ 

My  friends  call  me  ‘Cindy’.  I’m  a  Virgo  with  | 

greenish-brown  cat  eyes,  looking  for  someone  m 
interested  in  a  meaningful  relationship.  I  do  not 
play  when  it  comes  to  matters  of  the  heart.  I’m 
not  looking  for  financial  gain.  1  would  like  to 
find  someone  who  can  help  me  with  the  process 
of  finding  work  etc  when  I’m  released.  If  in¬ 
terested,  or  at  least  curious,  write:  Mark  J. 
SCOTT,  A-235577,  Slot  544,  Box  1100,  Avon 
Park  FL  33825. _ 

I’m  a  Whispers  look-alike  and  have  confidence 

enough  for  two,  sensitive,  and  have  a  good 
sense  of  humor.  I’d  like  to  find  a  penpal  and 
get  a  copy  of  your  newspaper  now  and  then. 
There’s  a  wide  range  of  topics  I’d  like  to  keep 
up  on  and  you  just  can’t  get  the  real  news  in 
here.  Lamont  PATTERSON,  P-8781,  Drawer 
R,  Huntingdon  PA  16652, _ 

Because  of  my  placement  in  isolation  and  their 

’no-trafficking’  rule  against  loaning  or  giving 
things  away  in  here,  I’m  no  longer  able  to  read 
your  fantastic  weekly  paper.  I’d  be  grateful  if 
you’d  consider  affording  me  a  complimentary 
sub.  And  if  you’d  like  to  print  a  few  lines  in  the 
penpal  section:  35  yr  old  mexican  starving  for 
friendship.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  TS,  TV  and 
gays  for  meaningful  relationship  thru  regular 
correspondence.  Alfredo  CUELLAR,  453467 
Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Born  in  Winston-Salem,  long  hair,  like  travel¬ 
ing,  cooking,  romancing,  and  being  with  kids 
(and  the  man  I’m  in  love  with).  Looking  for  a 
man  who  wants  a  sincere  relationship  and  who 
is  very  affectionate.  Please  send  photo  if  you 
can.  Jerry  Lee  FIELDS,  977  Camp  Rd, 

Salisbury,  NC  28144.  _ 

I  have  2  yrs  of  college,  like  all  types  of  music, 
sports  and  play  chess  well.  I’m  intelligent, 
adventurous,  with  progressive  values  and  sar¬ 
castic  humor.  I’d  like  to  meet  an  open  minded 
person,  someone  who  doesn’t  dwell  on  yester¬ 
day’s  mistakes,  but  is  willing  to  get  up  when 
down  and  move  on.  Ronnie  JACKSON,  2751 
C-3,  Star  Rt,  Reidsville  GA  30499. _ 

Pm  looking  for  a  sexy  gay  male  that  will  show 

me  as  much  love  as  ITU  show  her.  Not  into 
games.  Just  need  someone  to  love.  Michael 
Dean  JOHNSON,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 


I  want  a  relationship  with  a  male.  Black  or 
white,  ready  to  love  and  be  loved.  I  would  love 
for  a  beautiful  penpal  to  write  me.  Thank  you 
for  your  time.  Aaron  JACKSON,  109476, 
Camp  J  Cuda  2-R-ll,  LA  State  Pen.,  Angola 
LA  70712. 


lg,  free  spirited,  open  minded 
homosexual  looking  for  someone  to  develop  a 
long  term  friendship  with.  I’m  27.  David 
NUETZEL,  077780  (MB154),  1150  SW 

Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


1  seek  correspondence  from  a  caring  male.  Age 
and  race  unimportant.  Lots  of  TLC  to  give. 
Will  answer  all.  James  HERNDON,  87-104432, 
1321  NW  13th  St,  Miami  FL  33125. 
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20  Saturday  □  Singer/songwriter  Cheryl  Wheeler  appears  in 
concert  with  Bobbie  Carmitchell.  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
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Cambridge  □  The  Group,  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill.  782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap  5/9  Approaching  Safe 
Sex.  5/16  Coming  Out  Again.  5/23  Representations  of  Bi¬ 
sexuality.  5/30  Myth  of  Bi-sexual  promiscuity.  Women's  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 


6  Saturday 


12  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Boston  □  Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes  Boston  premiere 
of  documentary  about  name-calling  and  homophobia  to  benefit 
the  Gay/Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Jim  Vetter  and  Evi  Seidman  also 
perform.  Mass  College  of  Art  Tower  Auditorium,  621  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  8pm.  $10/12.00  door.  354-0133. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted. 


Boston  □  Boston  Living  Center  General  Meeting  A  com¬ 
munity  center  run  by  and  for  all  people  living  with  AIDS.  U-Mass. 
Boston,  Arlington  St.,  basement  auditorium.  7pm.  734-6339. 


Cambridge  □  Cheryl  Wheeler  in  concert.  Bobbi  Carmitchell 
opens  the  show.  Paine  Hall  at  Harvard  U.  7:30pm.  $12.50/13.50 
door.  661-1252. 


Northampton  □  8th  annual  Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual 
March.  Starts  at  noon  in  Lampron  Park,  proceeds  to  Pulaski  Park 
for  a  rally  at  I  pm.  The  Giriillas,  Erica  Wheeler,  The  Batucada 
Belles  and  the  Freedom  Trail  Band  perform.  Be  there  to 
celebrate!!!!. 

Boston  □  Urban  Re-decoration  Committee  of  Mass.  Act 
Out.  Graphic  artists,  writers,  and  all  interested  in  public  displays 
of  lesbian/gay  sexuality  and  AIDS  politics  welcome.  4:30pm  at 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  661-7737. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Mayday  1989.  "Movements  and  Visions,  21 
years  of  change  in  the  Left.  ”  Sponsored  by  City  Life/Vida  Urbana, 
Freedom  Road  and  Socialist  Unity  Network.  Music,  dinner, 
historical  calendar.  JP  High  School,  McBride  St.  at  Washington  St. 
7:30-l0pm.  $10.  524-3541.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


Brookline  □  Civil  Liberties  and  Gay  Rights  in  Israel.  Dan  Yakir 
will  speak.  Sponsored  by  Am  Tikva  and  the  New  Israel  Fund. 
Please  bring  something  sweet  to  eat.  At  the  Workmen's  Circle, 
1762  Beacon  Street.  8pm.  782-8894. 

13  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Fifth  Conference  on  Bisexuality.  Harvard 
University.  $40.  Childcare,  ASL  interpretation  and  scholarships 
available.  Thr/  5/14.  For  info  all  247-6683. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  Int’l  Women’s  Day  Commit¬ 
tee  fundraiser  brunch,  print  sale  and  auction  to  support  Ellen 
Shub’s  photographing  the  women's  convoy  to  Central  America. 
Bring  trash  and  treasures  to  the  Old  South  Church,  645  Boylston. 

1 1  -2pm. 


Cambridge  □  Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay 

Men  and  GAMIT  co-sponsor  Spring  Moon  Dance.  Walker 
Memorial  Hall,  MIT.  9pm.  $4.  All  welcome.  499-9535. 

Boston  □  Boston  Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting.  At 
Lindemann  Health  center,  25  Staniford  St.  2-4pm.  262-8685. 

Boston  □  ML  Holyoke  College  lesbian  and  bisexual  womyn's 
party.  Alumnae,  students,  friends  welcome.  Info:  Donna, 
265-0124. 

21  Sunday 

Boston  □  Charley  Shively  Reads  from  Drum  Beats:  Walt 
Whitman’s  Civil  War  Boy  Lovers.  Glad  Day  Bookstore.  673 
Boylston  St.  6pm.  267-3010. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  5/9  Making  friends.  5/16 
Lesbian  Fashion.  5/23  Counteracting  homophobia.  5/30  Picnic  at 
Magazine  Beach.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety  A  self  help  group  for 
women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  492-7273. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it.  Sister!"  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 


7  Sunday 

Boston  U  Anti-racism  workshop  for  all  women  sponsored 
by  AWARE  (Active  Women  Against  Racism  Everywhere). 
Women  of  color  and  white  women  will  meet  together  and 
separately,  with  two  facilitators,  to  explore  ways  to  confront 
racism  in  our  lives.  Wheelchair  accessible,  child  care  provided. 
Co-sponsored  by  the  Women's  Center.  At  UMass,  Park  Square 
Campus,  100  Aldington  St.  Rm.  624.  IO-4pm.  $2-5.  445-3119. 


Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  monthly  social.  At  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  Street  on  Beacon  Hill.  8pm.  Members  $4/non-members  $6. 
846-8442. 

Cambridge  □  Women,  Money,  and  Social  Responsibili¬ 
ty.  The  Boston  Women's  Fund  sponsors  a  conference  on  socially 
responsible  investment.  Gloria  Steinem  keynote  speaker. 
Cronkhite  Graduate  Center,  Raddiffe  College,  6  Ash  St.  9-5pm. 
$75/90  at  door.  542-5955. 


Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  neighborhood  group  first  an¬ 
niversary  dinner.  Info:  266-5169. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new  train¬ 
ing  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 


Boston  □  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  Free  introduc¬ 
tory  workshops  for  women  interested  in  union  job  opportunities 
&  apprenticeships.  241  Saint  Botolph  St.  6-8pm.  266-2338. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 


Cambridge  □  Nancy  Hughes  reads  from  her  works  in  the 
Dark  Room  senes,  31  Inman  Street,  Central  Square.  4pm. 
876-1002. 

Northampton  □  Fire  and  Power  Lesbian  sex  readings. 

Wolf  Womyn  and  Bet  Power  read.  Bathroom  is  not  wheelchair 
accessible.  New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library.  7pm.  $4. 
413/584-7616. 

Somerville  □  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville,  potluck. 

David  Scondras  speaks.  7pm.  628-2825. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance's  Auc¬ 
tion  '89.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  2:30pm.  $5. 
247-0099. 

8  Monday 

Boston  □  Boston  Arts  and  Athletic  Committee.  Organiz¬ 
ing  athletes  and  artists  for  Gay  Games  III.  At  Betty  Gibson  and 
Associates.  556  Tremont  St.  7:30pm.  288-1606. 

10  Wednesday 

Boston  IT  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Every  other  week  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

Cambridge  □  MCC  Boston  discussion  group  (or  PWAs, 
PWARCs,  HIV-positive.  720  Mass.  Ave.  7:30pm.  523-7664. 

Boston  L ]  BiCEP  Meets  to  Organize  Bisexual  Contingent 

for  the  Pride  March.  Harvard  U..  Boylston  Hall,  Rm.  2b. 
7:30pm.  734-9348. 

1 1  Thursday 

Boston  C  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  sorts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469 

Salem  □  Patty  Larkin  and  Girls  Night  Out.  benefit  for 
HAWC  (Help  for  Abused  Women  and  their  Children).  Salem 
Sate  College  Theater.  Lafayette  St.  $12/15  at  door.  7:30pm. 
744-8552. 


Northampton  □  Shelix  —  A  Woman  To  Woman  S/M 
Support  Group  meets  to  discuss  ''Worship."  413/584-7616 
for  location  and  time. 

Boston  □  Desert  Hot:  dance  benefit  for  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont 
St.  $12  advanced  1 5  door.  267-7573. 

15  Monday 

Boston  □  Fenway  Gay  Friends  and  Neighbors  Potluck. 

7pm.  For  info,  all  Wayne  at  353-1925. 

1 7  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Marge  Piercy  benefit  reading  for  Mass  Choice. 
Afrian  Meeting  House,  46  Joy  Street.  7:30pm.  $20  reading/$50 
includes  reception.  720-1880. 

18  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  sorts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

19  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5-l0pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  teachers/administrators  potluck.  New 
group  for  support,  socializing.  6:30pm.  Info:  625-6364. 

Boston  □  New  work  by  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  Gay  Artists. 

Deadline  date  for  entnes.  Exhibit  will  coincide  with  Boston  Pnde 
week.  Info:  437-7749. 

20  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  MOBE's  Crash  Course  on  US  &  Israeli- 
Palestinian  Conflict.  Central  Square  Library.  45  Pearl  Street. 
Wheelchair  access.  I0am-2pm.  354-0008. 


Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  547-3889. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 

Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes.  All  ages,  abilities.  Wed. 
eWSi.'Sit.  afternoons.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm.  $12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community.  5/7  Bishop  John  Shelby  Spong  on  Homosexuality  and 
Christianity.  Ilpm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd. 
7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Topics:  5/8  Lesbian  battering. 
5/15  S/M.  5/22  Lesbian  Theories.  5/29  Holiday.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching  Band.  No 

audition  necessary.  YWCA.  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15pm.  Joe 
625-3304.  Zoe  396-2989. 


Thursday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Bi-weekly  through 
May.  Arlington  St.  Church,  comer  of  Arlington  and  Boylston  Sts. 
6pm.  451-9003. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Uniurian  Church,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors'  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospiol,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Sara  Eps¬ 
tein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women’s 
Center.fsee  above)  7:30-9:30. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Committee,  meets  first 
Thursday  of  every  month.  City  Hall,  Room  80 1  at  7pm.  232- 1716 

Friday 

Boston  □  Theater  of  Spontaneity  A  playspace  where  you 
can  relax,  breathe,  move  to  music,  with  Tom  Howard.  Studio 
406-4th  floor,  551  Tremont  St.  Fridays  through  May.  7- 1 0pm. 
$10.  983-0641. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Sano  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  group  on  Death  and 

Grief.  Short-term.  Women's  center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women's  Center 
(see  above).  8pm-midnight. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


Cather  on  a  handcar  in  Wyoming 

‘Whatever  they  censor  is 
what  you  are* 

Ethics  and  evidence  in  lesbian/ gay  history 


By  Jon  David  Aloisi-Nalley 

everal  lesbian  and  gay  historians 
challenged  the  silence  of  history  and 
pondered  their  responsibility  on  Feb.  16 
in  a  panel  on  Ethics  and  Evidence  in  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Studies  —  sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Studies  at  the 
Graduate  School  and  University  Center  of 
the  City  University  of  New  York  (CUNY). 
Moderated  by  Martin  Bauml  Duberman, 
author  of  the  acclaimed  Paul  Robeson 
biography,  the  panel  included:  Sharon 
O’Brien  of  Dickerson  College,  a  biographer 
of  novelist  Willa  Cather;  Blanche  Wiesen 
Cook  and  Manuel  Ramos  Otero,  both  of 
CUNY;  and  Eric  Gordon,  a  biographer  of 
composer  and  leftist  Marc  Blitzstein. 

Gordon  described  one  of  the  dilemmas  of 
Duberman’s  work  on  Robeson,  a  Black 
American  performer  and  activist  attacked 
by  McCarthyism.  He  posed  whether  it  was 
ethical  to  mention  an  uncorroborated  report 
alleging  Robeson’s  bisexuality.  And  in 
answer  he  paraphrased  the  sentiments  of 
Duberman  that  since  lesbians  and  gay  men 
“have  been  so  buried  in  history,  we  have  to 
float  these  things... a  small  sin  in  light  of  the 
larger  one  committed  against  us.” 

Gordon  told  of  his  spirit  of  “removed  yet 
impassioned  empathy”  for  the  subject  of  his  own 
biography  —  who  was  murdered  at  age  58  in 
1964  while  carrying  large  sums  of  money 
and  trying  to  pick  up  sailors  on  Martinique. 
Very  important  was  the  biographer’s 
relationship  with  Marc  Blitzstein’s  family; 
Blitzstein’s  mother  and  sister  were  still  alive 
when  Gordon  started  research  in  the  late 
’70s.  Neither  welcomed  renewed  interest  in 
Blitzstein’s  death,  and  the  composer’s 
nephews  did  not  know  of  their  uncle’s 
homosexuality.  With  the  death  of 
Blitzstein’s  sister,  Josephine  Davis,  Gordon 
said  he  felt  free  to  write  the  book  he  wanted 
to  write.  Neither  nephew  raised  objections 
and  Gordon  lauded  their  cooperation. 

Although  briefly  married  to  a  woman 
who  died  of  anorexia,  Blitzstein’s  sexuality 
was  frequently  mentioned  in  his  letters  and 
homoerotic  lyrics,  and  was  a  constant  feat¬ 
ure  of  the  biographer’s  interviews  with  the 
composer’s  surviving  friends  and  family 
members.  Indeed,  a  dilemma  raised  by  Gor¬ 
don  was  the  balance  to  cut  between  Blitz¬ 
stein’s  personal  life  in  the  “sense  of  [his] 
feelings  and  continuity”  and  his  musical 


accomplishments.  Certain  musicologists 
and  non-gay  readers  have  objected  to  the 
amount  of  attention  Gordon’s  book  devotes 
to  the  composer’s  sex  life.  Gordon  read 
Blitzstein’s  coming  out  letter  in  which  the 
composer  wrote  to  his  sister  in  1929  at  age  24 
that  “I  accept  what  I  am... knowing  all  it  in¬ 
volves.” 

Gordon  said  he  also  requested  the  FBI 
files  of  Blitzstein  under  the  Freedom  of  In¬ 
formation  Act.  Coming  back  to  the  biogra¬ 
pher  heavily  edited,  the  files  told  of  his  being 
under  surveillance  since  the  mid-1940’s.  FBI 
files  included  records  from  the  New  York 
Veteran’s  Administration  Hospital  where 
Blitzstein  consulted  a  psychiatrist  for 
depression  —  with  exact  quotes  from  the 
psychiatric  diagnosis. 


Willa  Cather  —  who  spent  her  life  des¬ 
troying  evidence,  precisely  to  prevent  the 
work  of  biographers  (even  asking  friends  to 
destroy  correspondence)  —  proved  to  be  a 
personal  and  professional  challenge  for 
Sharon  O’Brien.  O’Brien  characterized 
Cather’s  primary  identity  as  that  of  a 
woman  writer,  with  her  lesbian  identity  as  a 
“subcategory.”  She  said  she  felt  guilty  for 
documenting  an  identity  the  subject  eschew¬ 
ed,  and  related  a  dream  she  had  in  which  she 
and  Cather  were  arguing  over  tea  in  the 
writer’s  Greenwich  Village  apartment.  In 
the  dream,  O’Brien  responded  to  Cather’s 
“I  just  want  you  to  know  I  am  not  gay”  by 
asking,  “What  about  the  letters  to  Louise 
Pound?” 

O’Brien  added  that  her  research  on 


Cather,  who  lived  with  a  woman,  and  for 
whom  women  were  important,  forced  her  to 
examine  her  own  definition  of  lesbian  and  to 
resist  picking  a  definition  which  fit  the 
evidence.  O’Brien  described  her  big  break  as 
the  discovery  of  intensely  romantic  letters 
between  Cather  and  her  major  love  affair, 
Louise  Pound  (who  later  became  the  first 
woman  president  of  the  Modern  Languages 
Association).  The  substance  of  this  cor¬ 
respondence  proved  a  bit  of  a  problem  for 
O’Brien,  however,  because  Cather’s  will 
forbade  publishing  or  quoting  of  her  letters. 
O’Brien  was  therefore  forced  to  give 
readings  of  Cather’s  letters. 

O’Brien  said  she  refused  to  rely  on  reports 
by  male  literary  gossips  of  that  era  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  marginalize  Cather  by  suggesting 
she  was  a  lesbian.  At  the  same  time,  she  felt 
she  could  not  completely  ignore  this  kind  of 
material. 

Blanche  Wiesen  Cook,  a  researcher  of  the 
lives  of  Jane  Addams  and  Eleanor  Roose¬ 
velt,  said  she  has  spent  15  years  attempting 
to  define  “what  a  lesbian  is.”  Her  years  of 
investigation  have  led  her,  like  Duberman, 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  burden  of  proof 
of  homosexuality  should  be  reversed  in  view 
of  societal  sexism  and  homophobia.  She 
mocked  the  adage  that  “nothing  is  estab¬ 
lished  until  we  read  it  in  the  New  York 
Times.”  Cook  said  feminists  have  helped  to 
counter  the  homophobic  tendency  to  label 
women  such  as  Addams  —  who  shared  her 
bed  for  over  40  years  with  Ellen  Gates  Starr 

—  “asexual”  rather  than  “lesbian.” 

In  a  total  reversal  of  Gather’s  sensibility, 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  saved  all  her  letters  and 
wanted  us  to  see  them,  noted  Cook.  Eleanor 
retained  over  3,000  letters  from  her  cor¬ 
respondence  with  her  companion,  “Hicks.” 
Hicks,  however,  destroyed  bundles  of  letters 

—  they  took  her  days  to  burn.  The  most 
tragic  loss  for  Cook  was  correspondence 
from  1932,  the  first  year  of  their  romance. 
Cook  said  she  views  as  particularly  per¬ 
nicious  the  denial  of  “Hicks’  ”  presence  by 
official  Roosevelt  biographers  —  who  ac¬ 
tually  erased  Hicks’  face  from  holiday  din¬ 
ner  photographs  in  book  after  book.  Hicks 
does  remain  in  the  original  archival  photo¬ 
graphs. 

Cernuda  and  Lorca,  considered  the  two 
greatest  poets  of  Spain  in  the  20th  century. 
Continued  on  page  2 


A 

X  JLnd  whatever  else  your  mood 
desires. 


“Voice  Personals”  from  Gay 
Selections™  allow  you  to  meet  other 
men  who  share  your  lifestyle. 


Simply  call  1-900-456-3700 

and  leave  your  own  message  describing 
yourself  or  listen  to  messages 
left  hy  others. 


THE  (JAY 

CONNECTION' 

Only  89c  per  minute 


THE  WITCHES 
RETURN: 


PATRIARCHY  ON  TRIAL 

A  Dramatic  Indictment  of 
Gynocide:  1989 


Wild  Witches  expose  and  condemn  the  massacre  of 
Women's  minds,  bodies  and  spirits. 

INTERNATIONAL  HEXING 
is  followed  by 

A  CELEBRATION  OF  ECSTACY 


featuring: 

MARY  DALY 

JOYCE  CONTRUCCI 
EMILY  CULPEPPER 
JULIA  PENELOPE 
DIANA  BEGUINE 
BONNIE  MANN 

THE  NORTHAMPTON  SINGERS 
MELISSA  FLETCHER 
GAIL  DINES 


the  accused  include: 


priests,  pornographers,  academics,  rapists,  serial  killers,  &  a  sup¬ 
porting  cast  of  common  snools 


Tickets  $7-10 

Advance  tickets  $8.00 

Sanders  Auditorium 
Harvard  University 
Sunday,  May  14,  1989  7pm 

for  more  information  phone:  (617)  254-0407 
Tickets  are  available  at  NEW  WORDS,  GLAD  DAY,  OUT-OF-TOWN 
TICKETS,  ARBORWAY  VIDEO  &  SOUND, 

&  LUNARIA  BOOKSTORE  (in  Northampton) 


